
We are everywhere. We are always. We are no one. And soon the families will rise.
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             Issue Four

Editorial

Greetings and welcome, once 
again, to the brand new issue 
of “The Hub Weekly!”

This is the last editorial for 
two weeks as I am of on holi-
day to Egypt where the sun 
is currently around 42.C on 
a cold day... Therefore- there 
will not be a new issue of The 
Hub Weekly next week but 
please still send your reviews, 
articles etc as we will be 
bringing you a double issue 
with a few freebies thrown in 
for good measure. We’re also 
working hard on redesigning 
“The Hub” for Issue Four with 
some amazing new back-
ground art that you will love! 
There’s a sneak preview on 
the last page...

Many of you will know I 
started on YouTube however 
I decided to move channels 
as my parents didn’t like 
the name. Very soon- RTP-
Productions will be hosting 
a weekly Sci-Fi show called 
“Talking Sci-Fi:” a news and 
review show based on Science 
Fiction bringing the week in 
Sci-Fi, all the latest news, pre-
views and reviews, (some of 
which will be separate to the 
episode itself.) Watch out for 
that launching in the coming 
weeks...
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Torchwood: Miracle Day is get-
ting even better by the day! The 
pace is getting faster, the action 
is getting bigger, the monsters 
are emerging, the scares are 
getting better and the show now 
feels like Torchwood! I’m quite 
annoyed that I’ll be missing The 
Categories of Life as apparently 
it’s got a killer cliff-hanger and 
looks even better! And the truth 
will be revealed...

This issue brings the norm! 
We’ve got news, reviews, a pre-
view of sorts and Retro Torch-
wood begins a “Dead Friend” 
season as Jack commented in 
Dead of Night firstly looking at 
Owen Harper...

We’ll be back a week on 
Wednesday next week with a 
new issue as well as, later in the 
week, our new Doctor Who 
Fanzine!

Don’t have nightmares,

Matt
Captain of The Hub who is 
currently mortal, recently 
poisoned, hungover and in 
uniform.



Ratings
Over in the UK the final Renditions rating scored 5.75 
million being the 7th most watched programme on BBC 
One that week according to the BARB. iPlayer ratings for 
episode one saw 760,000 access the programme whilst so 
far, episode two has been viewed 526,000. Episode three 
scored the AI score of 84. Dead of Night also scored an 
average audience of 4.2 million viewers on BBC One 
with an 18.8% audience share which sees again a drop 
from normal. However these are only overnight and the 
BARB rating always prove a sudden up rise in totals. 

Over in the USA- Episode Three showed 1.1 million 
watch at night with 636,000 watching the premiere and 
382,000 watching the 11:00 repeated. Compared to Ren-
ditions: more watched on the opening night than before.

How safe is

TORCHWOOD’s

Future?

Speculation and statements concerning Torchwood’s 
future have risen online and at events during the past 
week. It has posed a question on Torchwood’s future 
being not assured with Starz- so what exactly is hap-
pening?

 Starz CEO Chris Albrecht commented: “Torchwood 
is not one of the shows we went into thinking about 
a yearly return. It’s about Russell T Davies - he has 
a lot of things on his plate. If Torchwood is not at 
the top of his list, that will affect the future of Torch-
wood.”

Despite ratings being very good both sides of the 
world it currently doesn’t stand at an instant renewal. 
However we should not fret nor worry for we are 
only half way through the season! Breathe Woodies!

We are everywhere. 

We are always. 

We are no one. 

And soon the families will 

rise...



REVIEWED
ESCAPE TO L.A

DORI MARTINEK

Welcome to LA, Torchwood.  If 
you’re feeling hungry there’s a café 
on the corner that makes a fabu-
lous guava jalapeño cheese tart 
– at least according to the tattooed 
biker guy who rented out a build-
ing in Venice Beach to Torchwood 
at the beginning of the Escape to 
LA episode.

Torchwood is not in California 
for the cheese tart, they’re here 
to break into PhiCorp, the lead 
suspect in the Miracle Day con-
spiracy.  Gwen and Esther are also 
dealing with family problems. 
Gwen’s worried about her dad 
who’s in hospital back in Wales. 

Esther is worried about her sister, 
Sara, and Sara’s daughters, Mela-
nie and Alice. Apparently Sara has 
mental health issues and Esther 
goes to Sara’s house to check on 
Sara and the girls. She finds Sara 
has barricaded her house and 

Turns out his dad is an addict and 
apparently a drug pusher of the 
PhiCorp painkillers.  Not sure 
what the whole history is between 
Rex and his dad, but it’s obvious 
the relationship is hostile and 
there’s a world of hurt between 
them. I don’t know why Rex even 
bothered to go see his dad unless 
he was just after some painkillers.

Torchwood gets down to busi-
ness planning how to break into 
PhiCorp to exchange Server 113 
for a dummy one they’ve bought 
(Esther did some brilliant work 
discovering Server 113; it’s the 
only one in PhiCorp which must 
be accessed physically in order 
to get the information off it). The 
only way to get into the server 
room in PhiCorp is through its 
head IT man, Nicolas Frumkin. 
Rex comes up with a clever, harm-
less way to get Frumkin’s voice, 
handprint and retina imprint 
which also leads to a funny mo-
ment in the show: Jack and Gwen 
posing as a married couple (Eve 
with a funny American accent 
– hot diggity!). They break into 
the IT server room and exchange 
the Server 113 components with 
the empty components they’ve 
bought, only problem is Grey-
haired Henchman (GH) has 
followed them and captures Jack 
and Gwen. GH has orders to kill 
Jack, but instead he questions Jack 
trying to find out what Jack gave 
them so long ago? Jack has no idea 
what he’s talking about.

Gwen tries to find out who GH 

refuses 
to let 
Esther 
see 

or talk to the girls. This is where 
everyone should say, “You never 
go to a relative’s house when 
you’re on the run from the CIA 
and whoever else is trying to kill 
you!” Just shows you how worried 
Esther was and rightly so it seems.  
Knowing she has to leave with 
Torchwood, Esther calls 911 and 
reports her sister, hoping she’ll 
get some help. Of course she then 
drives away with a grey-haired 
henchman following her know-
ing she’ll lead him to Torchwood. 
Esther ends up regretting her 
actions when it leads to her sister 
being committed to a mental 
hospital, the girls in foster homes, 
and Gwen and Jack attacked by 
the Grey-haired Henchman later 
in the episode.

We also get a glimpse of Rex’s dad 
in this episode. His dad lives in 
the LA area and Rex goes to see 

him. 

and PhiCorp has made a deal with 
the UN to handle these camps. 
It’s at this moment Gwen gets 
a call from Rhys telling her he’s 
managed to get her father moved, 
but she’s horrified to find out he’s 
being moved to an overflow camp 
in South Wales. Gwen tells Rhys to 
stop them from moving her father, 
but it’s too late.

Are you ready for my latest theo-
ry? Here it is: 

PhiCorp – Phi is the 21st letter of 
the Greek alphabet and a symbol 
used to represent the golden ratio. 
The golden ratio appears in the 
proportions of the human body, 
plants, population growth, and the 
solar system, to name a few things. 
It is also the symbol for PhiCorp. 

A triangle is the symbol for the 
mysterious group behind PhiCorp. 
A triangle in maps and carto-
graphs usually represents moun-
tains, tourist sites, campgrounds, 
and river deltas. Delta (triangle), 
the fourth letter of the Greek 
alphabet, represents a door or 
gateway - with me so far? No? Just 
bear with me a little longer.

While Ellis Hartman Monroe’s 
car is picked up by a crane and 
lowered into the crushing ma-
chine, this voice with an American 

works for and he eventually replies 
(I’m paraphrasing here), “They are 
everywhere, they are always, they 
are no one, they have been wait-
ing for such a long time, searching 
for a specific geography and they 
found it. They once had names 
long ago,” and then Rex barges 
in to rescue Jack and Gwen and 
shoots GH several times. Poor Rex 
was expecting a thank you and 
instead Gwen yelled at him for 
shooting GH just as he was about 
to reveal potentially vital infor-
mation about the group behind 
Miracle Day. Poor Rex.

Oswald and Jilly had their own 
enemy to deal with in this epi-
sode - Ellis Hartman Monroe and 
her Dead is Dead campaign. She 
wanted the Dead or is it Should 
be Dead, quarantined and iso-
lated from the living because she 
believed they were a drain on 
society and eventually they would 
die someday. For awhile it looked 
like her campaign would throw 
Oswald into the shadows, but 
Oswald solved that problem by 
one upping Monroe at her own 
TV conference by going into the 
hospital where all the Washing-
ton DC Dead were being held. 
His ploy worked brilliantly. Now 
Oswald is becoming the voice of 
the people, at least the dead ones. 
The mysterious beings behind 
Miracle Day didn’t want to take a 
chance on Ellis Hartman Monroe 
making a comeback so they kid-
napped her and crushed her inside 
her car. 

At the end of the episode Jack, 
Gwen, Esther, and Rex go over the 
information they found on Server 
113 and it is estimates and plans 
for locations of overflow camps. 
They find out the overflow camps 
are for the Dead/Should be Dead 

southern accent is apologizing to 
her about having to get rid of her. 
And the voice also says: “We’ve 
been planning for a long time. We 
are everywhere. We are always. We 
are no one; and soon the families 
will rise.”

Add that speech to the GH speech 
about looking for a specific ge-
ography and the overflow camps. 
I think the overflow camps are 
the gateways for the families to 
enter and the Dead are the ves-
sels or very fresh food for them 
to consume. Am I totally wrong 
or semi-wrong? I’m not sure, but 
time will tell.



MATT 

POWELL

of the Scientist,) to the action factor, 
(when the assassin caught Gwen and 
Jack and the mission itself.) It seems 
this episode has finally given the sea-
son its feet as the key themes begin to 
show. Gray and Shiban have crafted 
a masterpiece which really gives this 
season legs.

The opening of the episode was so 
perfect. Alexa (Esther) gave such an 
amazing performance this week: her 
love for her sister is amazing and I 
can’t wait to see what happens next 
with these characters. The assassin 
was also such a brilliant performance 
however I doubt we will be seeing 
him again. Family appears to be a 
much bigger theme than usual with 
Rex revisiting his dad which was 
an amazing scene. That explains his 
sheer annoying, at the start, arro-
gance to the more humours Gwen 
and Rhys phone conversations. I 
hope that we revisit all of these family 
stories, especially Esther’s sister...

The key part of the episode was the 
stealing of the processer which was 
perfectly crafted. I loved Gwen and 
Jack’s American Couple act- Eve’s 
American voice made me p**s my-
self. Her gothic business look was 
also brilliant and Eve’s comedic tim-
ing was amazing in this episode from 
the lies concerning their location to 
the shaved bearded lady to the high 
heels joke was amazing. Top marks 
all around for all the lead cast as well 

as the supporting. I couldn’t 
find anyone that wasn’t up to 
scratch...

Pullman was FANTASTIC. As 
the Comic Con panel revealed 
despite it’s almost wrong to 
“love” Oswald it’s too hard not 
to. His wide variety of acting in 
this episode varies greatly from 
the almost strange way he acts 
in the hotel room to Oswald in 
the “plague house” was super 
and his campaign was amazing 
which appears to be expanded 
onto next week. Oswald appears 
to be the new religion... Jilly 

I missed a review last week for vari-
ous reviews but I won’t go into full 
details about my thoughts of Dead of 
Night however I thought it was pretty 
good but Escape raised the bar even 
higher...

Escape to L.A really felt like “retro” 
Torchwood. Despite the opening of 
Episode Three this is the first episode 
that has really felt like a proper team 
which makes Episodes One and two 
look like they could be shrunk into 
one episode only. With Jack and 
Gwen resuming their roles- Esther 
seems to be the new Toshiko with a 
sprig of Ianto and Gwen’s early days 
and Rex seems to be Owen without 
the medical side of things. If Vera 
joins then we have a full set, though 
I wouldn’t describe Rex as the new 
Ianto, (Iantoians may shoot me...)

Every factor has also been raised by 
an intense amount from the gore fac-
tor, (Ellis Hartman Monroe becom-
ing her worse nightmare through the 
car crushing and the assassins death 
were ten times as gore-filled than the 
head twisting of the female assassin 
episode two, and who could forget 
the brutal eye and palm obtaining 

appeared to have a complete change 
in attitude to Oswald in this episode 
which I was very curious about. 
Her relationship with him seems to 
bounce up and down like a bouncy 
ball. The line about the hands was 
very interesting... These two actors 
work so well together and the writing 
is at such an amazing level.

We also saw the first proper glimpse 
of the villains with some speech! 
Very Texas American however it was 
very creepy and those words: We are 
everywhere. We are always. We are no 
one. And soon the families will rise. 
Hopefully it isn’t too long until we 
see the families... Could the man who 
drove Ellis to her death be a member? 
(Pictured below.)

Finally the medical side: I loved the 
plague house concept and that Vera 
is sick of the whole concept as well 
as her thoughts on “prophets” like 
Oswald. Vera is such a strong char-
acter and her surrounding colleagues 
are also amazing. It appears she will 
be joining the cause to fight the Mira-
cle very soon and the overflow camps 
appear to be the trigger...

Overall: Torchwood is continuously 
growing and as we approach the half 
way mark the stories appear to be 
getting better and better, darker and 
darker etc than ever before. Role on 
Episode Five!

After a little breather in episode 3, 
the action picks back up in the fourth 
installment of Miracle Day and gives 
us our first glimpses at the bad guys 
as well as Esther and Rex’s families.  
Torchwood uncovers some more clues 
about The Miracle and PhiCorp while 
Oswald and Jilly find themselves deal-
ing with a rival for the media’s atten-
tion.  Nowhere are the devastating 
effects of The Miracle felt more than 
by those on the front lines of treating 
the sick and injured and the medical 
services are collapsing under the strain 
of trying to care for those who should 
have died.  Torchwood and the rest of 
the world are in a race against time to 
solve the mystery of The Miracle.

 The Torchwood team arrives in 
Venice Beach California to set up 
shop and continue their investigation 
into PhiCorp whose headquarters 
are in nearby Los Angeles.  Using the 
information Gwen lifted from Jilly’s 
computer in the previous episode, they 
identify a server within PhiCorp that 
might hold more information about 
The Miracle and who is behind it.  They 
come up with a plan to steal the server, 
which includes faking the biometrics 
of Mr. Nickolas Frumkin who designed 
the security system protecting the room 
where the server is housed.  It all goes 
according to planned until an assassin, 
who latched onto them when Esther 
stopped by to check on her sister back 
in Washington DC, catches up with 
them.  Although they are helplessly at 

his mercy, 
Gwen and 
Jack still try 
to interrogate 
the would-
be assassin 
and manage 
to get quite 
a lot out of 
him before 
Rex arrives 
with his gun.  
Unfortu-

entity behind it all decides to eliminate 
her ability to reach the masses.  

More clues are unearthed in this epi-
sode than any of the previous ones put 
together, although there isn’t enough 
of a connection between them to make 
much sense of them.  First there is 
Jack’s statement about having been in 
California roughly seventy years ago.  
Jack also mentions events starting to 
revolve around Oswald’s fame which 
highlights the hidden forces behind 
The Miracle.  During Ellis’s fateful last 
moments as a productive member of 
society, the unknown baddies called 
themselves “The Families.”  A lot of 
clues come from the rather talkative 
assassin who seems to be fascinated 
with Jack.  The assassin mentions that 
Jack is special to “them,” the rumors of 
miracles yet to come, a new society, and 
that Jack gave them something a very 
long time ago.   Neither Jack nor the 
audience knows yet what that is but it 
seems to be an important piece of the 
puzzle.

Escape to LA was another great episode 
filled with scenes that ranged from 
comedic to horrifying to mysterious.  
Moments of humor were sprinkled 
throughout like Gwen’s American ac-
cent and all her calls to Rhys.  Doctor 
Who fans got a nod when Jack used the 
alias John Smith, which is a favorite of 
The Doctor’s.  Rex’s confrontation with 
his father shows that there might be a 
reason he acts like a jerk and I hope we 
find out more about what caused the 
rift between them.  Esther is dealing 
with family problems too in the form 
of a sister who is mentally unstable and 
unable to care for her daughters.  What 
happens to Nickolas Frumkin and El-
lis Hartley Monroe is as gruesome as 
any horror movie can come up with.  
Oswald seems to have taken a little bit 
of control over his destiny back from 
Jilly but he’s still very much PhiCorp’s 
dancing monkey at the moment.  It 
should be a very interesting conversa-
tion the next time Jack and Oswald 
meet.  Can our heroes (and anti-he-
roes) put together the clues before it’s 
too late?

nately, Rex shoots the assassin in the 
throat right before he could name his 
employers, which doesn’t make Gwen 
or Jack very happy.  They all regroup 
back in their apartment and begin 
sifting through the information from 
servers which uncovers PhiCorp’s plans 
for Overflow Camps around the world 
and Gwen finds out that her father is 
heading for one of them.

Across the country, the media spotlight 
is stolen from Oswald by a small town 
Mayor called Ellis Hartley Monroe 
and her Dead is Dead campaign.  Ellis 
quickly gathers a following with her 
platform of treating those who should 
be dead as if they are dead.  Abandoned 
hospitals are reopened and rapidly 
begin filling with the infirmed and 
those discarded by their families who 
can’t or refuse to take care of them.  As 
one of the doctors pointed out, the idea 
is very similar to the Plague Ships used 
in the 19th century to rid society of the 
sick or dying and prevent the spread 
of diseases.  Oswald knows he has to 
act immediately to get the camera’s 
attention back on him and he boldly 
goes inside the hospital Ellis is speak-
ing in front of to take up the cause of 
those who have been hidden away.  
Unbeknownst to Oswald, he has some 
help in permanently removing Ellis as 
a threat and securing his place in the 
public eye.  Oswald is suspicious of his 
new employers though and begins an 
investigation into PhiCorp in his own 
time.

As distasteful as the character of 
Oswald is, I surprisingly found Ellis 
Hartley Monroe even more so.  Oswald 
has done despicable things for which he 
is unrepentant and he’s manipulated the 
media, but most of his actions since his 
release from prison have been primar-
ily motivated by self preservation.  As 
a convicted child killer and pedophile, 
his options for earning a living are se-
verely limited.  Ellis on the other hand 
is using the media attention to advance 
her political career, which in itself isn’t 
surprising or horrible, but her Dead 
is Dead campaign smacks of bigotry.  
Her agenda is all too similar to some of 
the darkest periods in human history.  
There are some clues to The Miracle in 
what she’s saying since the mysterious 
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NEXT TIME ON

TORCHWOOD

Synopsis: Torchwood goes undercover and discov-
ers the terrible truth behind the “miracle”; but the 
enemy is closing in, and death is about to make a 

shocking return.
We’ve seen the PhiCorp raid bringing results of Overflow 
Camps which have Gwen’s dad. We’ve seen the power of the 
families, and this week we will discover the truth- for the whole 
world to see...

The story appears to be mainly set in these Overflow Camps 
with Torchwood going undercover. Gwen appears to travel back 
to Wales to work with Rhys on getting her dad out whilst Rex 
appears to be taken into an American base. And these are the 
places where the truth will be shown. Does this mean we will 
finally see some monster action or will we just learn what is go-
ing to happen next?

Dr. Vera also appears to join the team in this episode. After the 
events in Escape, it appears she has had enough with all these 
schemes and wants this Miracle to end. She also opens the 
episode with the line “I’m here for the medical panels, where is 

everybody?” A field trip 
is in order it appears...

Oswald will also take his 
first strides across the 
world as he appears live 
on stage as a prophet. 
The Families have 
Oswald but what for? 
And who is the man in 
the preview clip wanting 
to talk to Jilly? All will 
be revealed...

And we’ve been teased 
so much 
about 
the end-
ing, will 
death 
make a 
return?

..

THE CATEGORIES 

OF LIFE



Retro 

TORCHWOOD

Dead Friends Part One

Owen Harper

Retro Torchwood is taking up 
a somewhat regular feature as 

of this week. When Gwen men-
tioned Ianto Jack described 

him as a “dead friend.” So we’re 
going back in time to revisit the 
original Torchwood team firstly 
looking at Owen Harper: Torch-

wood’s girl crazed Doctor.

First Impressions
We’re introduced to Owen as a bit 
of a joker. On Gwen’s arrival his 
overly boyish attitude comes as 
showing he’s a bit “common.” We 
soon learn he is very girl driven 
and loves sex. He even stole a 
bottle of spray that once sprayed 
the person near you is instantly 
attracted. It has its advantages as it 
proved but it can have various dis-
advantages. That must have been 
one strange threesome... 

As soon as Gwen joined Owen 
tried to come on to her in Coun-
trycide as he tries to kiss her. This 
proves that Owen is definitely girl 
crazed however could it be be-
cause he lost his girlfriend to an 
alien brain tumour? However he 
has always had a love for Toshiko 

and she has a love for 
him back...

Owen also had perfect 
comedic timing from 
his comments when 
naked and trapped in a 
cell to turning a serious 
situation into a comi-
cal one line act. Maybe 
he should have been a 
comedian...

In the first season this, 
as previously mentioned 
Owen was this “teenage 
boy” with a strong sex 
drive. However we do 
see Owen’s softer side in Out of 
Time as he falls for Diane. Owen 
also seems to be a man who will 
do highly dangerous things such 
as fight weevils in a cage etc. How-
ever this all changes in Season 
two... 

A Changed Man?
Despite Gwen taking the lead 
“in-charge” role during Jack’s 
time away from Torchwood with 
the Doctor, Owen appeared to 
gain more confidence and lent 
away from this “girl love.” His 
relationship with Toshiko grows 
and grows through each episode 
despite staying “professional.” 

Reset saw a huge turning point as 
Owen Harper died. Sort off. This 
showed his strong, hero side much 
like Rory’s second death in Doc-
tor Who- Cold Blood: he proved 
himself. If it wasn’t for the resur-
rection glove Owen would still be 
a corpse on the floor outside the 
pharm building. Owen then be-
came a Dead Man Walking- liter-
ally. He had control over Weevils, 
was now breathless and therefore 
could become like a ghost on 
missions. He also looked death in 
the eye and conquered it through 
a strange fight scene. This saw an 

obvious change in Owen- a man 
who cheated the darkness of death 
now being a stronger, faster and 
strong in emotions as shown in 
A Day of Death. You could say he 
got lucky.

However luck flew far from 
the tree in Exit Wounds where 
even high exposure to radiation 
wouldn’t keep him alive. After a 
heartfelt conversation with Owen 
whilst trapped in a chamber his 
body soon well, melted and per-
ished away...

Overall: Owen Harper was the 
doctor who we all loved and cher-
ished for despite some of his odd 
yet humours attitudes that were 
greatly missed by Team Torch-
wood. Personally I don’t think he 
would have fit in the new team or 
COE as well as the others but it 
was sad to see him go...

Next Time: Toshiko Sato



The Hub Weekly team are taking a week 

off as we are on holiday! We return on 

the 17th August in a feature length issue 

including...

- The Categories of Life Reviews

- The Middle Men Reviews

- Retro Torchwood

- News

and a FREE Dead is Dead Flyer 

download!
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