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Editorial

Greetings Woodies and wel-
come to our biggest issue so 
far! And as you can guess by 
now- we’re a week away from 
brand new Torchwood- the 
reason we started this publi-
cation!

It’s been a difficult month 
for me: packed with exams, 
cooking, (why did I take 
Catering?!) and trying to sort 
Rory Pond’s The Impossible 
Astronaut/Day of the Moon 
costume for Comic Con 
on the 9th! No Torchwood 
guests though... But that 
doesn’t matter because we’re 
getting new Torchwood the 
day before... Well in America.

So Miracle Day: the Starz/
BBC joint production taking 
us from Cardiff to the States 
in a huge plot where one day, 
no one dies. And the next. 

And the next. And the next. 
And from what we’ve seen so 
far from trailers to previews to 
pictures it looks pretty good. 
And we’re joining the “pre-
view crowd.” For in this issue, 
we bring you an EXCLUSIVE 
EPISODE ONE PREVIEW 
direct from the press screen-
ing! Plus- we summarise all 
we know, bring you a “Miracle 
Day Matrix” of quotes from 
various interviews and present 
the amazing monologues in a 
text with images.

On top of this we bring you 
the end to our brilliant fic-
tion “The Five Jacks” in a 
feature length finale including 
a behind the scenes piece by 
the writer! But what’s that I 
here you cry? You want a free 
audio edition in celebration of 
Miracle Day? Well we do! The 
download link is available on 
the blog page as well as over 
on the next page so download 
today! 

Not only all this awesomeness 
so far- but we bring you more 
features than ever before. 
Firstly- Torchwood4Fans’s 
Bettina brings us a piece look-
ing at the never ending fan de-
bate of Realism VS Escapism; 
we bring you our Miracle Day 
viewing guide, (which we all 
expect you ALL to do;) and we 
also bring you... Torchwood: 
The Musical. Don’t ask- but it 
was a fairly mad idea...

As a small side note- please 
check out our new blog 
redesign as well as the new 
YouTube blog where you can 
access clips, mini sketches and 
comedy series, vlogs and Issue 
Previews as well as a few “ex-
clusives” coming soon... This 
will be launching soon so stick 
around for more news!

Plus we have some exciting 
news! We’re going weekly for 
Miracle Day! You can find out 
more online the usual ad-

dress and on the “Next Time” 
page of this issue. But fear not! 
The Hub will be back in all it’s 
glory in September where we’ll 
be bringing you all the latest 
from the aftermath of Miracle 
Day and any news we have on 
the future!

So sit back, relax and enjoy 
Miracle Day... (And don’t 
forget to read each weekly is-
sue of “The Hub Weekly” out 
every Wednesday!

 (Captain) Matt 

Harkness

Editor and Usual 

Alien “Kick Ass” Imortal 

(cough) being...

Free Audio: 

The Five Jacks

Contents Possible
Spoiler Articles
indicated in Red

6-7: Inside the Hub
All the latest news from 
the Torchwood Universe
8: The Woodie World
We jump into the world of 
the fan...
9: The Hub Weekly 
Preview
10-11: Previously on 
Torchwood
A recap of the 
Torchwood Story so far...
12-13: Introduction
A text cloud of Miracles...
14-23: Miracle Day
We bring you an exclusive 
preview of the First of the 
new series including an In-
terview Matrix, Audio infor-
mation, Mini Features, Pre-
view Report and more...
24-29: The Five Jacks 
Part Three
The final part of our fic-
tion including a Behind the 
Scenes piece from the 
writer.
30-31: The Miracle Day 
Viewing Guide
We present to you our 
“fun” guide to celebrating 
the return of Torchwood...
32-33: Torchwood: 
Realism V Escapism
A debate piece on the two 
topics...

In anticipation for the stunning return of Torch-
wood, we’re bringing you a free Torchwood Audio-

book: “The Five Jacks!”

Our current 
three part fic-
tion, (part three 
appears later 
this issue,) has 
been brought 
to life by RTP-
Productions in a 
brand new audio 
drama. The story 
is performed 
by Matt Powell, 
head of RTPPro-
ductions and can 
be downloaded 
for free today! 

The mp3 zip pack contains album artwork including a reverse 
print for those who would like to print it as a CD; a small six 
page album insert featuring recording images and writers/ac-
tors comments and of course the full adventure, divided into 
parts. The pack also includes a special “behind the scenes” 
track which takes a look at how the story was brought to life 
and a message from the writer, read by Matt Powell...

The file can be downloaded for free on our blog from Saturday 
2nd July: http://doctorwhoreversethepolarity.blogspot.com  

and click on “The Hub” Don’t miss it...

34-37: The Musical Tale: 
Chapter One
Just read it- It’s the truth 
(not) (Not suitable for 
younger readers)
38: Very Novel!
A summary of the novels 
set for release this year.
39: Next Time



After two long years of waiting- 
Torchwood finally returns this month in a brand 

new ten part series: “Miracle Day.”
After seven months of filming, editing and more- the new 
season will officially burst onto American screens on the 
8th of July and in the UK on the 14th in a brand new ten 
part season with previous leads John Barrowman, Eve 
Myles and Kai Owen returning as Captain Jack Harkness, 
Gwen Cooper and Rhys Williams. Also joining the show 
includes Mekhi Phifer as Rex Matheson, Bill Pullman as 
Oswald Danes, Lauren Ambrose as Jilly Kitzinger, Alexa 
Havins as Esther Drummond and Arlena Tur as Dr Vera 
Juarez. Crew include the return of Russell T Davies as 
show runner with Jane Espenson writing/co-writing four 
episodes, Murray Gold making the soundtrack and many 
other new crew members.
The ten episodes are as followed...

1 - The New World
Written by Russell T Davies
Directed by Bharat Nalluri

2 – Rendition
Written by- Doris Egan

Directed by- Bill Gierhart 
3- Dead Of Night

Written by- Jane Espenson
Directed by- Bill Gierhart 

4 - Escape To LA
Written by- Jim Gray and John 

Shiban
Directed by- Bill Gierhart 
5 - The Categories Of Life

Written by- Jane Espenson
Directed by- Guy Ferland 

6 - The Middle Men
Written by- John Shiban
Directed by- Guy Ferland 

7 - Immortal Sins
Written by- Jane Espenson

Directed by- Gwyneth Horder-
Payton 

8 - End Of The Road
Written by- Ryan Scott and 

Jane Espenson

Directed by- Gwyneth 
Horder-Payton

9 - The Gathering
Written by- John Fay

Directed by- Guy Ferland 
10 - The Blood Line

Written by- Russell T Davies 
and Jane Espenson

Directed by- Billy Gierhart 
USA viewers will recive 
Torchwood on the 8th of 
July following every Fri-
day afterwards. Canadian 
viewers will then recive the 
show each Saturday on the 
9th. UK viewers will recive 
the Miracle on the 14th 
 on BBC One and 
BBC One HD. The Hub will 
be bringing you “The Hub 
Weekly” to coincide with 
the releases, (more details 
later.)

We bring you an exclusive 
episode one preview and 

further details later this issue. 
Right: are various episode 

pictures.

It’s Back...
Torchwood Returns THIS MONTH!

Comic Con!
Torchwood to appear at SDCC’11

Torchwood fans will be glad to know that the cast and crew of Miracle Day will be appearing at the popular San Diego Comic Con 
in 2011.
Starz have confirmed they will be hosting a panel as well as an advanced screening of Episode Three.
The panel- shared between Miracle Day and Spartacus will see the leads take part in an evening panel, featuring an advance 
screening of Episode Three. The press release states: STARZ will bring the casts of two of its most riveting original series, “Torch-
wood: Miracle Day” and “Spartacus: Vengeance” to 2011 San Diego Comic-Con on Friday, July 22nd, it was announced today. For 
“Torchwood: Miracle Day,” set to debut on STARZ, Friday, July 8th at 10pm ET/PT, the panel will feature: Torchwood alum John 
Barrowman (Capt. Jack Harkness), Eve Myles (Gwen Cooper), and new headliners Bill Pullman (Oswald Danes), Mekhi Phifer (Rex 
Matheson), Alexa Havins (Ester Drummand), Lauren Ambrose (Jilly Kitzinger) and writer Jane Espenson. The panel has been con-
firmed for 10am and the screening at night.
We hope to bring you a report in a future issue of “The Hub.”

Radio Ga Ga!
Three new plays to air

BBC Radio 4 has announced 
three Torchwood audio plays 
set for broadcast on the 11th-
13th July.
The three new audio plays see 
the return of Ianto Jones in the 
pre-Children of Earth stories 
involving adventures in an old 
people’s home to the depths of 
the Mariana Trench and the first 
ever UNIT coalition adventure. 
Russell T Davies commented: “The 
radio plays were recorded in May and will broadcast on Radio 4. 
They take place before the events of Children of Earth as you’ll 
see when Miracle Day transmits, the gap between Series Three 
and Series Four of Torchwood has to be left unexplored! So this is 
a chance to revisit the good old days when Ianto Jones still made 
the coffee inside the Hub. It’s absolutely delightful to welcome 
Gareth David Lloyd back as Ianto, like he’s never been away!” 

The plays titled “Submission” by 
Ryan Scott; “House of the Dead” by 
James Goss and “The Devil and Miss 
Carew” are set to air later this sum-
mer. Meanwhile- three additional era 
based books are also set for release. 
Russell comments: “The books are 
able to exploit the narrative gap in a 
way which would be impossible on 
audio.”             More details feature 
later in the issue.

On June 12th, @Team_Barrowman 
tweeted the picture above of himself 

and Gareth.

Lies!
New Online Series Begins

Torchwood Fans will be 
treated to a BBC World-
wide/Starz Entertain-
ment iOS application 
running alongside 
Miracle Day called Web 
of Lies.
The ten, three-minute 
motion comics provide 
exciting clues to the Mira-
cle Day in a comic narra-
tive including “episodic 
interactive experiences.” 
Additional narratives and 
games will be made avail-
able after each episodes’ 
broadcast. Web of Lies 
features John Barrow-
man and Eve Myles in their notable roles as well as Eliza Dushku as 
Holly Morki: a curious character to the miracle. The press release 
describes the app as followed: Torchwood: Web of Lies runs 
alongside weekly premieres of Torchwood: Miracle Day, provid-
ing fans with a way to engage in the world of Torchwood between 
episodes. It reveals a past day in the lives of Captain Jack Hark-
ness and Gwen Cooper - a day they’ve both forgotten. The events 
of that day fuel a modern day conspiracy-laced treasure hunt, as 
Holly Mokri, voiced by Eliza Dushku labors to uncover the secrets 
of Miracle Day. Each week a new episode unlocks, allowing players 
to access another piece of original motion comic narrative and 
game which ties into and extends plot developments of the show, 
as well as providing new twists in its own narrative.”
The first game and narrative will be released for free but the 
remaining nine can be purchased in sets of three at 59p or all ten 
and the game at £1.79. The project is developed by BBC World-
wide Productions/Digital Entertainment and Games, written by 
Jane Espenson and Ryan Scott and the motion comic being co 
produced with Double Barrel, published by BBC Worldwide.
More information including news and “overviews” will feature in 
“The Hub Weekly.”



Fandom Analysis
#2- Fan Films

THE WOODIE

WORLD
WanT TO bE fEaTuRED In 

THE WOODIE WORLD?
cOnTacT DOcTORWHORE-

VERSETHEPOLaRITY@GMaIL.
cOM fOR MORE DETaILS (aLL 

LOWER caSE...)

Announcing...

As announced earlier this month, The Hub goes weekly for Miracle 
Day bringing you aregular dose of Torchwood fun. But what’s that I 
hear you cry? The time gaps between broadcast? My freind: we have 
the answer- we will be bringing two editions of the fanzine: UK and 
USA, both with different but similar content...

The UK edition brings you EXCLUSIVE
 PREVIEWS of the next adventures including exclusive im-
ages, teasers, quotes and much more!

Each issue also brings a next time trailer summary,YOUR 
thoughts on the latest adventures, (see bottom,) Retro-
Torchwood features such as looking back at the opening 
stories, characters etc as well as Miracle Day themed 
features such as character profiles, all the latest news, 

Web of Lies features and much more. 

The Hub Weekly UK starts every 

Wednesday from the 20th!

USA fans will also receive 
The Hub Weekly with similar 
features to the UK edition 
in terms of articles. Issue 
exclusive features include 
“TorchTalk:” Torchwood 
related debates as well as US 
exclusive vlogs adding to 
these editions... (Previews 
are currently TBC.)

Each issue, both UK and USA comes 
with an exclusive podcast in which 
Matt and company discuss Miracle 

Day!

The Hub Weekly USA starts every Wednesday 

from the 13th July.

Since the dawn of Sci-Fi or even any television for that matter people have 
tried to make their own versions of hit TV shows such as Star Trek, Doctor 
Who and Red Dwarf to name but a few. Torchwood isn’t far from the crowd 
with a whole variety either online or coming later this year. But what is this 
amazing world of Fan Films, and how can you get involved?

Torchwood Fan Films are very different to the norm. We have seen exam-
ples of recreations and remakes of the Torchwood Team we know and love, 
whether it is spoofing or serious, (e.g. Doothcrow.) But the main range 
of Torchwood’s is the whole concept of other teams/time agents. Take the 
highly popular “Time Agent” series produced by Jaime Carroll and Billy 
Treacy: the season sees a time agent and his team fight alien scum, (as such), 
with tragedies along the way. This described “Torchwood Fan Film” has gone from strength to strength 
with a new season starting shortly appearing to be darker than ever before. This show has also seen its 
own spin offs such as Time Agency, Time Agent Scotland to name but a few. Other Torchwood themed 
fan films include YouTube usernames MODSandROCKERS Torchwood season and YouTube usernames 
samuelgrmorgan’s torchwood season which is set in Ireland and sees a young film maker continually 
improve in each season and adventure. 

I have had experience of this- both in figure form and in real life. Fan Films are tricky in most cases. I 
have definitely struggled at times with coping being it’s a one man job for me in both. You need a sto-
ryline. No matter what the Storyline and sound quality are vital. The whole point of a fan film is to pay 
homage to your show. Don’t copy ideas. Whether it’s fans or the real deal do not copy! It’s pretty bad to 
copy someone’s work and claim it as your own mainly in the story region. Then it’s all down to you mak-
ing it the best you can. Never give up- making fan films can give you lemons but turn it into lemonade, 
(if you get the (lemon) jist!)

Overall: fan films are a true part of fandom that will never fade away...

TORCHTUBE

Top Fan Filmers!

Here’s a list of some of the top and upcoming Torchwood 
Fan Filmers YouTube user names... Don’t forget to tell 
them we sent you!
Time Agent: carroll13 
Torchwood: MODSandRockers
Torchwood Reach (Coming Soon): OverlordoftheDaleks
Torchwood: samuelgrmorgan
Time Agent Scotland (Coming Soon): timeagentscotland

Friday! Friday!

You know that song by a 13 year 
old girl Friday? Well some Torch-
wood fan put the song to a host 
of clips, but thankfully the Glee 
version which proves that it’s the 
singer NOT the song...
Link: http://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=4vdqPNwH7qE
&feature=feedu

Send us your work by 
either tweeting us @RTP-
Productions or email us at 
doctorwhoreversethepolar-
ity@gmail.com. We are tak-
ing submissions for season/
item specific analysis and 

any advertisments fans 
would like.



PREVIOUSLY ON

TORCHWOOD

The Torchwood Institute was founded 
by Queen Victoria in 1879 to com-
bat threats posed against The British 
Empire by The Doctor ‘and other 
phantasmagoria’. Its main base was 
in London, (Torchwood One) with 
branches in Glasgow (Torchwood 
Two) and Cardiff (Torchwood Three). 
A fourth branch of Torchwood is 
currently listed as ‘location unknown’. 
There was also briefly an outpost 
established in Delhi, India.

In 1899 Captain Jack Harkness came 
to the attention of Torchwood Car-
diff, who were both fascinated and in-
timidated in his inability to die. Tak-
ing on various assignments in Wales 
and around the world, he worked for 
Torchwood as an uncontracted agent. 
For a century Jack waited on Earth 
for the return of The Doctor who 
had abandoned him after Rose Tyler, 
using the power of the Time Vortex, 
brought him back to life.  On New 
Year’s Eve 1999, having already killed 
his team, Alex Hopkins, the then 
leader bequeathed Torchwood Three 
to Jack before committing suicide.

“The 21st Century is when everything 
changes…”

Finally in control, Jack was able to 
rebuild Torchwood Cardiff with his 
own agenda, recruit a new team and 
change its direction. His first move 
was to sever links to the brutal and 
controlling Torchwood One in Lon-
don.

In 2005 Torchwood London fell; their 
arrogance in attempting to control a 
rift in time and space for the good of 
‘The Empire’ ending in a deadly battle 
for control of Earth between the Cy-
bermen and the Daleks. Torchwood 
London was completely destroyed. 
Torchwood Cardiff scavenged the 
wreckage, preventing anything alien 
falling in to the wrong hands.

stealing children throughout history, 
cannibals and a pendant that allows 
its wearer to hear others thoughts. 
Vengeful colleague Suzi Costello is 
bought back to life as they attempt 
to solve a double murder. She proves 
herself to be better off dead. But it is 
the arrival of refugees from the 1950s, 
a weevil fight club and an unexpected 
trip back to 1941 that sets them on 
a course to a mutiny against Jack, 
masterminded by an evil time travel-
ler named Bilis Manger. Captain Jack 
uses the power of his immortality to 
destroy a beast released from beneath 
the splintering Rift. Forgiven, the 
Torchwood team look set to make 
it through to fight another day until 
Jack hears something…a sound he 
has waited several lifetimes to hear…

The sound of the TARDIS.

In 2007, after 137 years of waiting, 
Jack is finally reunited with the man 
who left him alone on a satellite sta-
tion surrounded by Dalek dust in the 
year 200,100. The man he willingly 
gave his life for. The Doctor gives Jack 
some of the answers he needs. What 
happened to him? Why was he left 
behind? But Jack’s toughest question, 
the question of whether he will ever 
die, is answered with another ques-
tion…

“Jack, do you want to die?”

After an unplanned trip to the end of 
the universe and armed with a new 
outlook, Jack returns to Earth, turn-
ing down the chance to travel with 
the Doctor again in favour of resum-
ing his work with his team in Cardiff.

With a frosty reception from Gwen, 
Owen, Tosh and Ianto, Jack must 
make it up to the team, particularly 
Ianto, with whom he had started a 
relationship before he left. Things had 

Jack chose his new team slowly. First, 
Suzi Costello, his smart, driven but 
obsessive second in command, then 
Toshiko Sato, technical genius res-
cued from UNIT where she was being 
held prisoner for stealing government 
secrets. Owen Harper, a young doctor 
from London came to Jack’s attention 
when his fiancée was killed by an al-
ien parasite and Ianto Jones, a former 
researcher at Torchwood London 
who somehow survived The Battle of 
Canary Wharf to return to his native 
Cardiff. But it wasn’t until a series 
of brutal murders led to the arrival 
of Police Constable Gwen Cooper 
in 2006 that Torchwood Cardiff was 
truly complete.

“Outside the government, beyond 
the police, tracking down alien life 
on earth and arming the human race 
against the future.”

With a sex addicted gas-alien, a 
machine that shows its user scenes 
from the past and the future, and an 
escaped partially converted Cyber-
woman, the team were tested over 
and over again. They dealt with 
creatures from the dawn of time 

changed in Cardiff too. Jack notes 
how organised they have become 
while he was away. Gwen led the 
team in Jack’s absence and became 
engaged to boyfriend Rhys.

When Captain John Hart, an ex-part-
ner of Jack’s, comes through the Rift 
looking for trouble and the team are 
back in business…

“Fighting for the future on behalf of 
the human race.”

After they see off a cell of alien sleep-
er agents planning world domination, 
Torchwood revive a cryogenically 
frozen soldier from 1918 and repair a 
time-shift. They foil an operation sell-
ing alien meat to local food factories 
and survive an infiltration by an alien 
who feeds on their memories but, 
during an undercover operation at 
a Pharmaceutical laboratory experi-
menting on aliens, Owen Harper is 
shot and killed. Unable to accept his 
death, Jack uses a Resurrection Glove 
to bring him back. Owen fights Death 
itself to remain and stays on as team 
medic, a dead man walking. Gwen’s 
wedding doesn’t go entirely to plan 
when an extra-terrestrial shape-shift-
er impregnates her on her Hen Night. 
A spooky circus comes to town, suck-
ing the breath from people’s bodies 
and Gwen makes a discovery about 
the Rift that ends a woman’s search 
for her missing son in heartbreak. A 
massive explosion heralds the return 
of Captain John Hart with Jack’s de-
ranged younger brother Gray in tow. 
Seeking revenge for a mistake Jack 
made when they were children, Gray 
sets about destroying Jack’s world. 
In trying to prevent a meltdown at a 
nuclear plant, Owen is trapped inside 
and vaporised by radioactive waste. 
Toshiko is shot by Gray and dies 
inside The Hub, having averted the 
nuclear meltdown. With this tragedy, 
Jack, Gwen and Ianto are left to won-
der how they can keep going…

“The end is where we start from.”

The end comes just a few months 
later in the shape of a massive Dalek 
invasion. The entire planet is moved 

lives of millions. Jack and Ianto take 
the fight to Thames House where The 
456 is held but, in a demonstration of 
war, the alien releases a virus which 
kills everyone inside the building, in-
cluding Ianto, who dies in Jack’s arms. 
As Gwen and Rhys return to Wales to 
give the terrible news to Ianto’s fam-
ily, Jack is left behind, a prisoner of 
the British Government. He escapes 
and devises a way of defeating The 
456 but, in doing so, he must sacrifice 
the life of his grandson, Steven. Jack 
saves the world again but at a devas-
tating personal cost. He has lost his 
lover, his home and his family. 

Six months later on a dark hillside 
Jack returns to meet up with the 
heavily pregnant Gwen. Jack tells 
Gwen there is a star ship surfing the 
ion reefs at the edge of the galaxy. 
Gwen begs him to stay, reminding 
him that none of it was his fault but 
Jack is broken, too much has hap-
pened, and he leaves her alone to do 
what she can with the remains of the 
once mighty Torchwood Institute.

“This planet is too small.”

In 2010, the tenth Doctor makes a 
brief stop at a dark, seedy drinking 
den in the Horsehead Nebula, to 
check up on an old friend. The Doc-
tor doesn’t speak to the man sitting 
alone and sad at the bar. But he does 
manage to convey something that 
may bring him back to our world…

Captain Jack Harkness & Gwen 
Cooper will return in 

Torchwood: Miracle Day 
July 2011

through space to the heart of the 
Medusa Cascade and The Doctor’s 
companions must unite to find him. 
With Earth subjugated by the Daleks, 
Jack goes to The Doctor, leaving 
Gwen and Ianto to defend The Hub 
against a Dalek intruder.

Jack gets himself on board the Dalek 
Crucible ship with the other ‘Chil-
dren of Time’ and they attempt to 
prevent the activation of the Reality 
Bomb, while Gwen and Ianto find 
they are protected by a Time Lock 
created by Tosh before she died. The 
Doctor and his companions defeat 
and destroy the Dalek fleet and it is 
Torchwood, harnessing the power of 
the Rift, which provides the momen-
tum to return Earth to its proper 
location.

In June 2009, children around the 
world began behaving strangely. Jack, 
Gwen and Ianto begin a journey that 
will have a catastrophic effect on the 
future of Torchwood. Targeted by an 
assassin, the Hub is destroyed by a 
bomb placed inside Jack. The team 
separate as they go underground, 
fighting for survival from enemies 
both domestic and extra-terrestrial. 
The British Government want Torch-
wood exterminated and The 456 want 
10% of the Children of Earth. As the 
world begins to descend in to chaos, 
Ianto rescues Jack from a concrete 
tomb and Gwen and Rhys go on the 
run to London. World leaders are 
forced to make decisions about the 

WRITER: LISA MORAN
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MIRACLE DAY IS HERE...



Two Years Ago we saw a Cap-
tain shoot up to the stars and 
a crying couple, one well into 
her pregnancy, and now after 

two long years- he’s back and it’s 
about time...

If you are reading this on release 
date, (or around then,) then we 

are just one week away from 
Torchwood’s return- and unless 
you’ve been living in a cave for 

the past two years- Torchwood is 
now in co-production with Starz 

Entertainment, and we see the 
new season mainly set in Amer-

ica. In this special feature- we 
bring you an overview of what 

we know so far, an interview ma-
trix of the great quotes from the 
interviews promoting the season 

and, if that isn’t enough, we’ve 
got an EXCLUSIVE PREVIEW 

of Episode One: The New World. 
So sit back, grab a coffee and get 

ready for Miracle Day...

We began to learn that the whole 
concept was “What if one day no 
one died? And the next... And the 
next....” which instantly relit the 
flame. Fans were taking photos of 
filming, trying to gather all they 
knew. When all this was kicking 
off- I firstly got quite excited being 
that one of my favourite shows 
would be “relit” and brought back 
in style. We saw images of explo-
sions in Cardiff to Cooper on the 

Wonder of Wonders, 
Miracle of Miracles!

I remember when “The New 
World” was announced. Yes that’s 
right- The New World. There was 
a sudden glow of light at the end 
of the Torchwood tunnel which 
had been absent on screen for over 
a year. “The New World” is a joint 
production with BBC Worldwide 
and Starz Entertainment, and the 
season would 
see the show 
head over to the 
country that has 
brought us Star 
Trek, Disney and 
Rebecca Black 
would tackle the 
child of Russell T 
Davies’, bringing 
Torchwood back 
to life.

The show was 
later renamed 
“Miracle Day” 
with more news 
coming out 
about the season. 

Season Synopsis

Overall- after the long wait of two 
years- Torchwood returns. And It’s 
going to be bloody fantastic!

Images
Previous Page Top: The Team (Starz 
Promo)
Previous Page Bottom: Jack: back in all 
his glory.
Above: Esther: She’s mighty fine!

One day, nobody dies. All across the 
world, nobody dies. And then the next 

day, and the next,
and the next, people keep aging -- they 
get hurt and sick -- but they never die. 

The result:
a population boom, overnight.

With all the extra people, resources are 
finite. It’s said that in four month’s time, 

the human
race will cease to be viable. But this 

can’t be a natural event – someone’s got 
to be behind it.

It’s a race against time as C.I.A. agent 
Rex Matheson investigates a global con-

spiracy.
The answers lie within an old, secret 
British institute. As Rex keeps asking 

“What is Torchwood?”, he’s drawn into 
a world of adventure, and a threat to 
change what it means to be human, 

forever.

mentioned, is this whole idea of 
“No Death-“ which to my knowl-
edge has yet to be used in a TV 
Drama. This is a very topical piece 
as one day we may get this option! 
What would you do? Knowing 
you can’t die? What about life long 
prisoners?  The Death Penalty? All 
are really big issues if this whole 
event knocked on our door, so to 
speak. But if it was thrust upon 
us? That’s what the Miracle’s all 
about. As the dark Captain says 
in the trailer “The thing behind 
the Miracle is that it happened to 
everyone at the same time.” And 
being its Torchwood: there are 
aliens. And as usual- we know naff 
all.

The monologues also provided an 
insight. We see that Rex “died” on 
the day but lived, Esther, (pictured 
above right- and I’m not the only 
man...) shocked as she discovered 
the truth, Jack scared, Jillian be-
ing all “investigative” and “doing 
a deed with the devil” and then 
Oswald- the first to survive tell-
ing us that all is a lie... What is the 
Miracle? Over the next ten weeks 
we’ll find out.

Now here comes the “spoilerish 
bit.” Are you ready? Good. Eve-
ryone is immortal but Jack is not. 
I love this concept. Everyone can 
live forever but Jack can’t. How 
awesome is that? Our “I can never 
die” hero can now die. My guess 
his he will at one point die, as we 
have been teased over a “huge 
cliff-hanger” at the end of Epi-
sode Five where Jack nearly dies... 
I’m not saying that’s true- but 
it could happen. And what the 
hell is he doing in the clips in his 
monologue? On a table, gasping, 
(or doing something else...) The 
season also sees a whole host of 
other characters from struggling 
Doctor’s to CIA agents and a lying 
government.

beaches of America.

The five month, roughly, produc-
tion saw a mixed variety of  Car-
diff and US shoots take place, the 
season being  primarily set in the 
USA. We were also heavily spoilt 
through the medium of twitter as 
@BBC_Torchwood and various 
other tweeters brought us on set 
images, action and teasers.  
The first real teaser trailer came 
out to myknowledge around 
March 2011 which saw the iconic 
image of the “World Bomb” 
and the exciting announcement 
that Torchwood would hit Starz 
on the 8th July 2011. Seeing this 
teaser got me very excited. To see 
Torchwood finally returning was 
amazing.
It wouldn’t be long until the 
MIPTV festival which saw 
more footage and promotional 
material appear. 

And then we come to May and 
June: the real push... Copies were 
sent out of the first three stories 
to the press and reviewers, images 
were released and fans got their 
first glimpse of Miracle Day. And 
it blew us all away. We’ve been 
truly spoilt. From trailers to
the stunning monologues,
(later this issue,) that chilled and 
spoiled us all. 

And we come to today. Miracle 
Day is literally nearly here- and I 
can’t wait...

What We Know So Far 
(Contains Minor Spoilers)

I would like to warn everyone that 
this article contains season spoil-
ers that have already been revealed 
via news outlets and reviewers. If 
you are trying to stay spoiler free- 
please skip to the next page.

The basic concept, as previously 

MIRACLE DAY
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The Interview

MATRIX
Russell T 

Davies

On Captain Jack: “Well he’s liter-
ally, physically different. He’s mor-
tal. Everyone else is immortal, he’s 
mortal. It’s the biggest switch in the 
show, which we did in order to give 
us new insights into Jack. I appreciate 
what you’re saying, that he’s a differ-
ent character. I think that’s my job. I 
[there can be] a great passivity and 
inertia when it comes to characters on 
shows that are successful -- they keep 
coming back and they keep being the 
same. I’d much rather change them.” 
AOL Interview

On the Origins of Miracle Day: “It’s 
not a virus, it hasn’t spread, it didn’t 
take a day for it to travel from the 
North Pole to the South Pole; it’s liter-
ally a flick of the switch and it’s hap-
pened. To Jack, that instantly suggests 
what has happened, and that takes 
a few episodes to evolve. It’s more 
about explaining what has happened 
to society while this has happened, 
that’s the real meat of the story. But it 
is explained in the end, and finding it 
out… this story goes back in history 
as well. We’ve got episodes that go 
back to 1927, so it’s a broad story cov-
ering continents and covering time 
as well; it’s one of those stories with a 
plot that’s been planned for decades, 

so there’s a lot of expanse and muscle 
in the story.” SFX Interview

On How Characters cope with 
Immortality:”I think you should 
never forget that during the greatest 
national crises people just go to work, 
and go home, and get on with it. If 
this really happened, you and I would 
just carry on as normal. If something 
conceptual and huge has happened, 
nonetheless, you’ve got a deadline 
tomorrow, and I need to go to work 
and write a script tomorrow, and if 
our granddad is ill in bed, he’s still ill. 
So it’s a very unusual concept, in that 
it’s hard to dramatise in many ways. 
That’s why I like it. It’s a very powerful 
concept, because it takes hold subtly, 
and you have to find ways to drama-
tise it, because it’s not immediately 
obvious.” SFX Interview

On the season’s tone: You have to 
be quite careful with it, more care-
ful than you’d normally would be, 
because now obviously Torchwood 
goes out at 9 o’clock, and we’ve got it 
coming up on BBC1 now, but we’ve 
never had Captain Jack swear because 
he’s loved by children, and children 
will come to watch it. So we don’t tone 
Torchwood down as such, there’s still 
strong meat and there’s some great 
visuals and some great gore in this 
show - and, you know, Captain Jack 
freely has an open and honest and 
wonderful sex life, but that’s fine - it’s 
just the harsher elements, the swear-
ing and his actions as well - I don’t 
think you’re ever going to see Captain 
Jack stab someone brutally or some-
thing like that because he’s a children’s 
hero.

Compiled by Matt Powell.     With thanks to GallifreyNewsBase and Whoviannet for full quotes.
On the American Switch: The move 
to America partly coincided with the 
success of the last series of Torch-
wood which has allowed us to get 
co-production money. This new 
series of Torchwood is in conjunction 
with Starz, who are a premium cable 
network over there, so they brought a 
level of funding that we wouldn’t have 
got from the BBC. I have to say if we 
hadn’t, we could still have made this 
series. But you know, this co-produc-
tion stuff is nothing new, you haven’t 
seen a Dickens drama made for about 
25 years that didn’t have money from 
Boston in it or something, so this is 
the way of the world now, co-produc-
tion money is natural.  Front 
Row 
   Interview
Overall Comment: “In amongst all 
that, you have great big Torchwood 
chases, stunts and thrills, and jokes, 
and tragedies as well - so it’s the same 
old Torchwood world.”

Bill Pullman
On Russell: I wasn’t expecting - I’m 
thinking prototypical Welsh like 
Anthony Hopkins or Richard Burton, 
dark, moody - but he’s bright, just 
such a passion, he is such a generous 
spirit, and very special to everybody 
that works with him. He has really, 
now, quite a following in the States 
- he and Julie Gardner run a very 
professional operation.
On Oswald: “Yeah, he’s the lowest of 
the low, the most reviled person you 
could ever imagine,” he adds. “He’s 
suddenly making this journey into 
people’s consciousness and develop-
ing his own power and a following.”
On Oswald (Again): “He’s not neces-
sarily a likable man, in that he’s been 

ostracized, he’s got a little bit of a chip 
on his shoulder, because he’s assum-
ing that everyone wants him dead, 
which is the irony of it all. But he’s 
got great perspective, and he’s kind of 
clever – he’s been operating very suc-
cessfully online for a very long period 
of time, so he’s got some skills that the 
others don’t.” ... “Oswald is fluid, he 
seems to be back and forth. You see 
he’s got the opportunity, where the 
world has suddenly changed and he’s 
in the spotlight, and the question be-
comes, What is fame and how do you 
use it, and how do other people want 
to co-opt you when you gain power? 
And that becomes as much a part 
of his journey as sneaking around, 
trying to get into rooms with small 
people.”

John Barrowman

On Jack in the Season SPOILERS: 
“Well he’s literally, physically different. 
He’s mortal. Everyone else is immortal, 
he’s mortal. It’s the biggest switch in the 
show, which we did in order to give us 
new insights into Jack. I appreciate what 
you’re saying, that he’s a different charac-
ter. I think that’s my job. I [there can be] a 
great passivity and inertia when it comes 
to characters on shows that are successful 
-- they keep coming back and they keep 
being the same. I’d much rather change 
them.”

Eve Myles
On the Premiere and Wales: We had 
the premiere in London on Mon-
day, which was lovely, but this is the 
one I am really excited about. It was 
unbelievable to film at Rhossili, it 
was wonderful. I had always wanted 
to live at that house and the beach is 
where I walk my dog, so it was unbe-
lievable to blow it up! It is one of the 
most important things on the whole 
show, a huge element of it is Welsh, 
the show will always have a link to 
Wales.”
On Gwen: “We find Gwen absolutely 
bored out of her mind but constantly 
on alert, constantly looking over her 
shoulder. She will remain on alert for 
the rest of her life. She’s exhausted. 
You find her living, literally, on the 
edge of a cliff somewhere in the UK, 

overlooking the most fabulous beach. 
They’re self-sufficient – they grow 
their own food, and they live in this 
cottage. And for Rhys, it’s wonderful; 
for Gwen, it’s hell.”
Kai Owen
On Rhys: “I think Rhys is kind of an 
extra-secret member of the team now, 
especially because of his driving skills, 
and he’s such a normal bloke. He 
doesn’t look like an undercover CIA 
agent or anything extra-terrestrial. 
He’s just a run-of-the-mill guy who 
loves his food and loves his beer 
and his family, and he’ll do anything 
Gwen asks him to. If it means helping 
her out, and bringing a mission to an 
end as quickly as possible, he’ll help 
her out, no problem.”
Sources
AOL, Entertainement Weekly, 
AfterElton, Front Row, Gallifrey-
NewsBase and Whoviannet

Spot the Difference!

Radio 

Torchwood

BBC Radio 4 are running three pre 
Children of Earth audioplays. The full 
details are below...
Monday 11th July - The Devil and 
Miss Carew, by Rupert Laight
An alien with an aversion to electric-
ity threatens to take Earth back to 
the dark ages in this new Torchwood 
radio drama. When Rhys’s elderly 
Uncle Bryn has a heart attack while 
listening to the shipping forecast, it 
seems like another routine death at 
Ivyday Nursing Home. Until Gwen’s 
suspicions are roused by another 
elderly resident...
 Tuesday 12th July - Submission, by 
Ryan Scott
 A distress signal lures Jack, Gwen 
and Ianto to the deepest part of the 
ocean – the Mariana Trench – and 
they find themselves trapped with a 
hungry alien.
 Wednesday 13th July - House of the 
Dead, by James Goss
 It’s the last night at the House Of 
The Dead, the most haunted pub in 
Wales, and Mrs Wintergreen is hold-
ing a seance. Then the ghosts start 
arriving, and all hell breaks loose.
 All are the main Afternoon Play for 
Radio 4 airing from 2:15pm-3:00pm

It has been confirmed that both UK and USA 
broadcasts will have “special scenes” added that 
are exclusive to the episode. The term I just 
used doesn’t really explain it. @DWMTweets 
confirmed that scenes will be removed from the 
different broadcasts: UK for censorship reasons 
and apparently USA for ad cutdowns etc. The 
actual clarification was later tweeted: “It’s to do 
with the episode timings in the US and what’s 
suitable/unsuitable to be shown on the BBC in 
the UK,” (apparently various sex scenes etc,) as 
explained in DWM 436. As DWM editor Tom 
Spilsbury tweeted this begs the question which 
is the “proper” version? I don’t see the point in 
this censorship in the UK. Season One Episode 
Two was a bloody sex monster airing at 9pm 
in the evening so why can’t Torchwood have it? 
Here’s hoping that the DVD release will include 
“complete editions.”
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Character

OVERVIEWS

My name is Captain Jack Harkness 
and I have seen the universe. But 
none of those endless horizons 
could have prepared me...  For 

what I found on Earth...
I found a world convulsed... by the 
miracle. But this is far more than 
a blessing on Mankind. It’s part of 
a conspiracy dating back almost a 
hundred years. I thought we could 
bring Torchwood back. I thought 
Torchwood could fight this thing 

and save the world! 
I was wrong.

CAPTAIN JACK 

HARKNESS

I was happy. Once upon a time- I 
had a husband, I had a daughter, I 
had a life. Then Miracle Day came 

along- and NOTHING was the 
same again...

That’s when I started to run. They 
all tried to stop me: the govern-

ment, the CIA, the families... But 
what they didn’t know is... I’ve got 

a secret of my own.
Torchwood...

GWEN 

COOPER

I was... King of the World! Man- I 
thought I knew it all. And look at 

me now... 
My name is Rex Matheson: former 
CIA now representing the Torch-
wood Institute cause the Miracle 

Came along.
*Car crash*

And looks what it did to me! So 
listen to me. LISTEN TO ME! I 

discovered the secret behind Mir-
acle Day. I discovered what they 
were really doing. So the whole 

world- don’t trust anyone.  They’re 
all a part of it. DON’T TRUST 

ANYONE!  

REX

MATHESON

Starz produced an Internet Treasure Hunt of monologues for promotion. 

Below is the transcripts....

Erm... Oh! Into the? Erm. My 
name is Esther Dummond. I have 
a BA in Linguistics from Capital B 
with a second major in computer 

science...
*Blood spilt hands...*

Masters in Science from the Uni-
versity of Chicago.

I TRIED TO STOP THEM! Then 
the Miracle came... And every-

thing changed... I thought it was 
wonderful and I thought we could 
live forever. I was such an idiot. I 
thought Torchwood could help. 
The Miracle was just the start. 

THERE’S NOTHING WE CAN 
DO.

ESTHER 

DUMMOND

Hi. My name is Jilly. Jillian Alex-
ander Kitzinger. My job is to see 
what this miracle is. A benefit to 
mankind... And then it’s my job 

to sell it. Even if that means I have 
to strike a bargain with the devil 

himself.
But I think there’s something else 
happening: beyond the Miracle, 

behind the panic. Someone is hid-
ing a secret. And Jillian Alexander 

Kitzinger is gonna find it first. 
Word of advice: get out of my 

way...

JILLY

KITZINGER

My name is Oswald Danes. You 
might have heard of me. Fifteen 

days ago- I was executed and 
that was just the beginning of my 
journey...  Now I have risen from 
my past. I have been forgiven and 
I have been blessed! Now my new 

life can begin!
So trust me...

The government has failed us. 
Corporations have robbed us. 

So trust me when I say that mi-
raculous days call for miraculous 
people. And I have such discover-

ies waiting to be made! So walk 
with me, walk with me! Come 

with me on the next great leap for 
mankind! Walk by my side...

I know what they’re doing. I know 
what the Miracle’s for... God help 
you. GOD HELP EVERY LAST 

ONE OF YOU!
And one word I keep hearing, this 

one word:  Torchwood...

OSWALD 

DANES

“This turns out to be the first incident in a much bigger story breaking live.”

“The Chance Comment that it hasn’t recordered one single death...”

“Not ONE person has died in the United States.”

“It’s not just the United States- it’s WORLDWIDE.”

“Authorities have reported that NO ONE has died.”

“Not a SINGLE DEATH.”

“Miracle Day” “Miracle Day” “That’s what it’s being called: Miracle Day...”

STATIC INTERMISSION
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THE NEW 

WORLD

Episode Preview

“We want to make it bigger. 
We want to make it better. 
We want to spread what is 

the best of British television 
from the BBC…It’s not a re-
vamp. It’s Torchwood. And 
as Russell (T. Davies) said, 
we’re just back a bit bigger 
than we were before. And 

thank f**k for that.”
John Barrowman (Captain 

Jack Harkness)

It’s Bigger… It’s Bolder… It’s 
Breath-taking... It’s Barrowman… 
Torchwood is back with a bang!
 
‘Miracle Day’ throws us straight 
in with the action and just keeps 
on going. Right from the start this 
new BBC Worldwide/Starz Origi-
nals collaboration has a real big 
screen feel about it. This season 

Murray Gold has revamped his 
theme to accompany the new title 
sequence and Torchwood has 
obviously progressed. It’s bigger 

budget, with a more global sto-
ryline and the addition of some 
high calibre US cast, but its roots 
are still firmly planted in Wales. 
The beautiful cinematography 
certainly shows off the stunning 
Welsh landscape to perfection, 
Cardiff Bay looks vibrant and 
the American locations pop the 
Trans-Atlantic icing on the cake.

‘Miracle Day’ is “The Death of 
Death” – the day when nobody 
dies including convicted child 
killer Oswald Danes played by the 
fantastic Bill Pullman who puts in 
an understated, yet chilling per-
formance that is sure to make your 
flesh crawl!
Across the world, day after day 
people continue not to die. How-
ever, this is not such good news 
as you may think as the world 
soon starts to plunge into disarray 
and panic. Sounds like a job for a 

secret organisation that’s outside 
the government and beyond the 
police, but Torchwood has gone 
underground. 
Whilst fans can pick up where 
they left off, for any new viewers 
the important question is “What 
is Torchwood?” and cleverly, the 
way that the show is structured 
allows rookies to find it easily 
accessible.
Captain Jack is back on Earth 
as enigmatic and intriguing as 
ever and, unbeknownst to them 
he’s watching over Gwen and 
Rhys who are in hiding living 
on an isolated stretch of Welsh 
coast, so it’s up to CIA agents 
Rex Matheson (Mekhi Phifer) 
and Esther Drummond (Alexa 
Havins) to start investigating 
and bring the audience along 
with them on their journey of 
discovery.

‘The New World’ is a fast paced 
mix of UK and US scenes with 
exhilarating stunts, explosions, 
lots of guns and a few deliciously 
gruesome moments. Peppered 
with witty dialogue and more 
than a few winks to the fans, 
even in the darker moments it’s 
retained its sense of humour and 
yes, it is a bit more American, 
but it’s still the Torchwood we 

know and love with bells on!

Whilst this opener may not 
be as emotionally charged as 
‘Children of Earth: Day One’ 
this is only the first instalment 
of 10 and there some interest-
ing themes emerging along 
with plenty of questions posed 
(which Russell T. Davies assured 
us would be answered through-
out the series) and it definitely 
leaves you wanting more.
In the words of John Barrow-
man himself Torchwood: Mira-
cle Day is “awesome” and I’d say 
it’s absolutely worth the wait!

Previewer: Siân Walters (attendee at the BFI Southbank Preview 

Screening)
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Report: At the Press 

Screening...

Writer:  Siân Walters     Images belong to Siân Walters
When it was 
announced that 
there would be a 
special preview 
screening of the 
opening episode 
of Torchwood: 
Miracle Day at 
the BFI in Lon-
don the event 
sold out in an 
hour! By a stroke of luck, I man-
aged to get a ticket (I confess I did a 
little dance - Barrowman jazz hands 
included) and I’m still not quite 
sure how I made it through work on 
Monday, such was my excitement 
and anticipation!
 
By the time I arrived on the South 
Bank I was in full ‘geek mode’ and 
even the rain could not deter me! 
I eventually found my way around 
the concrete jungle to get into the 
BFI ending up at the door right next 
to the area being used for all the 
press and TV interviews - result!
Once I’d greeted a few familiar 
faces (lovely to meet so many fellow 
Torchwood/Barrowfans) I got on 
with the job in hand – star spotting. 

John Barrowman, Eve Myles, Bill 
Pullman and Russell T. Davies were 
busy meeting the gathered media – 
John was on top form, breaking off 
mid-interview to shout “You want 
more Torchwood, don’t you?” and 
“You’re excited about Captain Jack 
being back, right?” - statements that 
met roars and whoops of approval 
from those of us waiting nearby.
After a bit of lurking, camera in 

hand I managed 
to grab a moment 
with the charm-
ing Kai Owen who 
happily provided 
an autograph and 
posed for photos 
before we headed 
into the theatre to 
find our seats.

Following the screening and the 
Q & A panel I made my way back 
to the foyer area and joined the 
queue of fans waiting for the stars 
to emerge once more. Soon John 
Barrowman, Eve Myles, Kai Owen, 
Tom Price, Bill Pullman and Russell 
T. Davies appeared and were kind 
enough to sign memorabilia and 
share a few thoughts on the episode 
with the gathered audience.
Both John and Russell signed an 
autograph for me and I told them 
how much I enjoyed Torchwood. 
John was, as ever, in demand so 
couldn’t really stop for photos, but 
he is always very generous with his 
time, pausing to chat, thanking us 
for our support and staying to sign 
autographs for everyone who wants 
one.
Before leaving with a huge grin on 
my face, I had my photo taken with 
Russell (blimey, that man is tall!) 
who thanked me for coming and 
told me to “Keep watching.” Don’t 
worry RTD, I will!

14.01.11



Fiction
The Five 
Jacks Part Three

The Final Part of our Fiction by Lisa Mo-
ran

He could always tell, just by crossing the threshold, 
whether anyone was inside The Hub. This preternatural 
sense of proximity to others had developed over years of 
roaming the complex of tunnels and vaults of what had 
eventually become his private domain. As the cog door 
rumbled closed, he stood for a moment taking in its shad-
owy expanse.

He thought about the brandy in the drawer of his desk and 
the bed in the bunker below his office, no doubt made up 
with clean sheets, Ianto was particular about that. He con-
sidered the cold pizza in the box on the coffee table, trying 
to remember when he’d last eaten. Jam doughnut, in the 
boardroom that afternoon. With coffee. Strong, black cof-
fee. He gazed longingly at the immaculate chrome handles 
and buttons of Ianto’s pride and joy. Jack Harkness had 
once sling-shoted a fully equipped Battle-Class Chula star 
ship around an exploding moon, but he still wasn’t entire-
ly sure how The Hub’s coffee machine worked.

His mind began to wander to that old Chula ship, a long 
con, and a girl in a Union Jack T-shirt … 

“Don’t go there.” His voice sliced through the silence, 
shutting down that particular avenue of thought.

Tosh’s work station blinked and whirred, a hive of ac-
tivity, though she had long since gone home. A pair of 
trainers, smeared with what Jack knew was his own blood 
poked out of the bin beside Owen’s desk. On Gwen’s 
desk, stuck in the middle of her monitor, was a post-it note 
that read:

“Jack, stop thinking about the past and give us some an-
swers.”

Coke cans and chocolate wrappers littered the desks. Ianto 
hadn’t tidied up; a sure sign the universe was about to ex-
plode. He bristled slightly at Gwen’s neat, girly handwrit-
ing, but, as usual, she was right. He could still remember 
the look of derision on her face when he had delivered, 

with a moderate degree of theatre he was prepared to ad-
mit, his philosophy on the dangers of crossing one’s own 
timeline. Of course, it was Toshiko who spelled it out. 

“There’s a theory in time travel,” she explained, “If two 
versions of the same person were to interact or attempt to 
alter their own history, it would cause a temporal dimen-
sional event of undeterminable magnitude.”

“Thanks for those words of reassurance, Tosh,” replied 
Owen, “it’s comforting to know the contents of my au-
topsy bay could obliterate the whole of creation.”

Jack squished Gwen’s post-it note in to a tiny ball and 
launched it over her desk straight in to the empty mug on 
Owen’s desk.

“Not on my watch,” said Jack, out loud to the empty Hub. 
After the meeting, they’d locked each body in a separate 
vault. Tosh had every motion detector, heat sensor and 
chemical alteration tracer in Torchwood trained on them. 
If one of them so much as twitched, alarms would go off 
all over Cardiff.

As it happened, alarms were going off all over Cardiff.

Gwen handed Ianto a coffee through the window of an 
ultra shiny, black transit van. 

“Nice,” she said, “very A-Team.” Ianto did an impression 
of Mr T.

“Don’t do that,” Gwen shook her head, gravely, “Really, 
don’t.” 

For about half a second Ianto looked deeply offended, 
but the corners of his mouth soon gave way to a smirk as 
Gwen and Jack sniggered.

Fiction
“You should hear his Frank Spencer,” said Jack.

Leaving Ianto in the van grimacing at the cheap coffee, 
Jack and Gwen strolled back over to the other vehicle.

“So Toshiko, our resident little mastermind, has identified 
and isolated the energy signature,” he explained.

“I take it it’s not from round these parts?” replied Gwen.

“Oh, it’s exotic all right,” added Jack mysteriously. She 
looked completely baffled; Jack couldn’t help smiling. He 
loved knowing the answer but making her work for it. He 
loved even more that it drove Gwen absolutely crazy.

They stopped as they reached the parked Torchwood SUV. 
In the back, Tosh was typing away intently while Owen 
noisily played Halo on his PDA in the driver’s seat.

“The rift, it’s not like a tunnel, it’s not linear. When 
something goes in, there’s no telling where or when it will 
emerge. Likewise, anything that comes out could have 
come from anywhere. Except the energy produced when 
these bodies came through is shared. All the bodies are 
marked with it. And it’s unique.”

“So we can identify where they came from?” asked Gwen, 
grudgingly playing his game.

Jack shook his head, “No. But we don’t need to. It doesn’t 
matter. We just need that signature to steer whatever we 
put in to the Rift to the point of origin.”

“Guiding it home?” asked Gwen, with renewed interest. 

“Like spatial, temporal Sat-Nav! Gwen Cooper, go to the 
top of the class.” Gwen did a little bow and poked her 
tongue out at Jack.

Tosh’s overnight programme had uploaded the energy sig-
nature to her Rift Predictor Programme. On completion, 
it had set off alarms in the Hub and, to the surprise and 
indignation of the others, on all their mobile phones and 
PDAs. They’d been “standing by” since 3am.  Being able 
to accurately predict when the next event would happen 
was all well and good; the only thing they didn’t know 
was where.

As the SUV’s internal computer let out a single, piercingly 
sharp beep, Owen Harper’s head poked out of the driver’s 
window.

“We’re on.”

Owen swerved the SUV into the flow of traffic and swung 
dangerously across the lanes as Tosh frantically called out 
directions. The black van followed them through the one-
way system, perilously close to their bumper.

“Careful Ianto,” said Owen, gunning it through a red light, 
“Last thing we need right now is to be rear-ended by you.”

“You should be so lucky,” replied an excitable Jack. The 
SUV’s left-hand suspension sagged slightly under the 
weight of everyone inside it rolling their eyes. Even Tosh, 
who was barely listening; her attention was on the pages 
of readings scrolling in front of her.

“Owen, pull over!” she shouted, with surprising author-
ity. Owen bumped the car up on the pavement, mid way 
along Bute Street, a half-forgotten part of town midway 
between the Bay and the City beside the railway line; row 
upon row of tired looking yellow houses, with clapped out 
washing machines and old bikes in the front gardens.

Tosh called up the info on her PDA. “Two minutes, 
somewhere west of the road, in there.” She pointed at the 
housing estate. 

“We need to spread out, cover as wide an area as possi-
ble,” ordered Jack, “Ianto, stay with the vehicles.” 

Ianto pulled the van up behind the SUV and nodded to 
Jack through the windscreen. They set off in different 
directions, walking the quiet, early morning roads.

Jack cut across a dilapidated children’s playground; he 
could feel the air tingling. Kicking an empty beer can, 
he startled as the sound echoed off a row of garages. He 
slowed to a tense halt, listening to the others breathing 
in his earpiece. His PDA told him Owen was away to the 
south of him, Tosh at the northernmost edge of the estate 
and Gwen was about three streets to his west.

“It’s building, I can feel it,” murmured Owen, on comms. 
The hairs on Jack’s arms spiked like they were being 
dragged by static.

“Me too,” whispered Gwen, “that tang in the air, it’s like 
it’s going to rain or something.” 

“It’s coming,” breathed Tosh, “any second…”

They waited, Jack almost laughing at the ordinariness of 
the green Cardiff Council rubbish lorry trundling past, the 



Fiction
tension getting the better of him for a second. A mangy 
looking tabby cat appeared, its fur standing on end. Then 
all of a sudden, claws like knives, it threw itself at some 
invisible foe. 

Toshiko let out a gasp.

“It’s across the whole estate and the road, right up to the 
train tracks, the area’s huge Jack,” she said desperately.

“Okay Tosh, just keep trying to pinpoint the centre. Eve-
ryone else, stay alert. We have to get to that rift opening 
before it closes.” 

Skirting a row of wheelie bins, Jack wondered uncomfort-
ably which of his many deaths was about to be dredged 
up. If they didn’t catch it this time, how many more would 
come through? Owen was right; they were running out of 
space. Headspace. Specifically, Jack’s own. He glanced 
back towards the van in the distance, thinking uneasily of 
its contents. 

Then he stopped, staring at an empty space. The van 
wasn’t there. Odd. He touched his earpiece, “Ianto, what’s 
your position?” he asked, waiting for a repeat performance 
of Ianto’s new favourite joke.  Only he got static. 

Instinctively, he started running.

As he sprinted towards it, his view of the main road wid-
ened. The black van was now parked haphazardly across 
the road, its rear doors wide open. The green rubbish lorry 
was approaching from the south, driver honking the horn 
at Ianto, who was out of the van and heaving, unceremoni-
ously, what was clearly Jack’s own dead weight in to the 
back. Rift energy, like heat haze, surrounded him and the 
vehicle.

“Ianto! Get back!” Jack shouted, “You’re too close, the 
Rift is opening!” 

Jack knew Ianto couldn’t hear him; the rift energy was 
deadening the sound around him. Ianto was back in the 
driver’s seat and jerking the gear stick as the yellowy 
shimmer started to creep along the edges of the van like 
burnished, wispy fingers, making a sound like painful pa-
per tearing. Jack leapt a low garden wall, dodged the now 
stationary rubbish truck, glancing at the stupefied driver, 
and ran in front of the van, meeting Ianto’s startled eyes in 
the split second he stamped down on the accelerator. The 
engine roared in his ears over the ripping sound of the Rift 
splintering. Jack had no choice; he braced himself for the 
impact.

Then nothing happened. No collision. He opened his eyes, 
arms and legs still intact. Okay good. The van was revers-
ing away from him, towards the Rift opening. Not good. 
Jack had spent a quarter of a second wondering what the 
hell Ianto’s plan when there was a blinding flash of pure 
white light that seemed to boil his eyeballs in their sock-
ets. A whoosh of hot air flung him backwards, savagely 
tumbling and scraping him across the pavement. His 
momentum was abruptly halted as he crashed head-first in 
to the garden wall with brutal force. He heard the muffled, 
wet and jarringly familiar sound of his skull cracking and 
had just enough time to feel the lancing, agonizing pain of 
his spinal column grinding and compacting upwards in to 
the base of his brain, before oblivion took him.

Sirens; that was the next thing Jack was aware of. Then 
close by, Owen, shouting medical instructions. As oxygen 
flooded his lungs, Jack’s brain began the process of tuning 
itself back in to reality.

He sat up and ran a shaky hand across the back of his 
head, feeling cold, sticky blood congealing in his hair. 
His eyes stung as they adjusted to being alive again. What 
they saw made him wish he’d stayed dead a bit longer. 

The wall that separated Bute Street from the train tracks 
was a smoking pile of bricks, mangled rails and fencing. 
The green rubbish lorry was on its side, the wheels still 
slowly turning, the driver sitting, dazed on the kerb.  Piles 
of split, putrid bin bags were strewn across the pitted, 
burnt tarmac. The SUV was still on the pavement covered 
with dust and rotting vegetables. People in their pyjamas 
began to emerge, bewildered, from the houses.

Gwen and Tosh sprinted past him, disappearing into the 
chaos, frantically calling Ianto’s name. A second later, 
Gwen reappeared.

“Well, Rhys is never going to lend us a van again,” she 
said mildly, holding out a hand to help him up.

“You okay? Bit of a bang on the head?” 

She gave him a wonky smile as he casually brushed a few 
fragments of skull from his hair. He was still scrabbling to 
retrieve his most recent memory. There were certain idi-
osyncrasies to reviving from a head trauma that Jack had 
never got used to…

Ianto. The van. The Rift.

“Where is the van? And where’s Ianto?” he asked, ur-
gently.

“He’s fine,” she replied quickly, touching his arm, “and 
trust me, you’ll be able to smell him way before you see 
him.”

“That’ll be another new suit then,” a crisp, familiar Welsh 
voice rang out from behind the overturned lorry. Owen 
emerged, followed by Tosh, faces screwed up in disgust. 
And finally Ianto stepped into view, looking like he’d 
been gunked on a children’s TV show.

“Ianto, did you just drive one of Harwood’s finest straight 
in to the Rift?” asked Jack, trying to sound outraged but 
with a look of barely disguised pride on his face.

Ianto, somehow managing to maintain a measure of dig-
nity despite extremely undignified circumstances, looked 
severe, “Sitting in a van by myself for hours with four 
dead bodies must have made me unusually audacious.”

“I’d have done the same thing.” Tosh chipped in reas-
suringly, whilst putting as much distance as her manners 
would allow between herself and Ianto.

Owen nodded, following Tosh and making no attempt to 
be polite, “Although I’d probably have skipped the whole 
getting thrown in to a garbage truck part,” he said, holding 
his sleeve over his nose.

Jack looked at the devastation, then back at Ianto. Black 
slime dripped off his fingertips, where his arms hung 
forlornly at his sides. He looked so entirely ruined Jack 
instinctively stepped towards him. 

“Audacious?” he said, barely getting the word out, as the 
stench hit him like a sledgehammer.

Ianto’s dirty face was utterly unapologetic, “I learned from 
the best.”

“Well, I think it was brave,” suggested Gwen brightly.

“Brave and stupid,” replied Jack, simultaneously grinning 
and gagging; he was definitely a bad influence on Ianto. 

A week went by without another Jack appearing. Jack 
wanted to close the case but the team weren’t so keen to 
let it go. 

“I’m telling you, we sealed the leak…I think we can call it 
a leak…”

“We’re not Dyno-Rod, Jack, we all know it’s never that 
simple,” replied Gwen.

“Look, we can’t explain everything the Rift throws at us; 
sometimes we just have to deal with it, file it away and 
move on. We’re fighting for the future, not the past.”

“But this wasn’t just some bit of old driftwood washing in. 
Someone out there is using a rift in time and space to have 
a pop at you,” Gwen folded her arms stubbornly.

“And why those five deaths in particular? You’ve said 
yourself, there’s been hundreds. What’s special about 
them?”

“I don’t know, but we sent them back through the Rift and 
the world didn’t end. Guys, that’s a win.” 

They grumbled, doubtfully. He sighed, “Okay then, 
maybe, possibly, someone was trying to send me a mes-
sage,” he conceded.

“Interesting calling card,” said Owen.

“We replied. Torchwood replied. It stopped. There’s noth-
ing more we can do.”

Tosh cleared her throat, “Jack, you’re talking about some-
one who can accurately and strategically manipulate the 
Rift.”

“No one can do that, not even Tosh, and she’s a genius,” 
said Ianto. Tosh beamed proudly for a second then looked 
sternly back to Jack.

“Who has that technology?” she asked, “Who would do 
that? Who could do that?”

Jack stumbled blindly against a gravestone. The Five 
Jacks case. Why was he thinking of that now, here, at 

Ianto’s funeral? But the two things felt so sharply connect-
ed it hurt, like someone shining a torch into his brain.

Five Jacks, five versions of him, falling from the Rift, one 
by one, forcing him to remember. Jack Number One. The 
first time he’d died, so long ago and so far away. But it 
had felt right, making a stand, going down in a blaze of 
glory. He’d thought it was the end. And he’d been okay 

with that. They were worth dying for.



Fiction
But the next time, the death of Jack Number Two had been 
terrible. Painful. Shattering. As the bullet pierced his heart 

he realised he’d squandered his second chance without 
ever knowing why he’d been given it. Then he woke up. 
Bewildered, terrified. Angry. He thought of Owen. His 

friend, floored by a single bullet as he tried to reason with 
a mad man. Then revived by another who wasn’t ready to 
say goodbye. Both dragged back to life without consent.

Another image rushed him. Toshiko, in a pool of her own 
blood, knowing she was dying and still smiling at him. 
Not a stray javelin. Just another bullet. Jack Number 

Three.

Ianto on the cold floor of Thames House. Jack saved him 
from The Hub explosion then lost him anyway. His Jack 
Number Four, cause of death unknown, nothing to go on 

but that scratch across the right cheek; Victorian brick dust 
in the wound, Owen had said.

Years of searching. Of deaths and pain and smouldering 
anger. Then finding them, his team, his friends. Now all 

of them gone but Gwen. His amazing, brave, indomitable 
Gwen Cooper, who tried to save the world every day. He 

glanced over at her, wrapped in Rhys’s arms, and fear tore 
through him. He squeezed his eyes shut, desperate to stave 

off the image of that fifth body. He’d only seen it very 
briefly, but it was enough.

Jack Number Five.  Gwen.

She’d been right. Again. The Five Jacks had been chosen 
specifically, sent to order. It was too late for the others 

but not her because it wasn’t a message. It was a warning. 
As Gwen waited for him, he knew he wouldn’t stay. He 
couldn’t. For so long he’d run from the past; now he had 

to escape the future.

The Five Jacks was written by Lisa Moran for “The 
Hub.”

Creating “The Five Jacks”

In June 2010 I was incredibly lucky to be chosen as one of three winners 
of the Torchwood Magazine “Take Over Torchwood” story competition, 
for my short fiction “Lockdown.”

I had been a huge fan of Torchwood from the very first show back in 
2006 so writing Torchwood fiction came very easily. It was also fun. 
There is something almost relaxing about writing stories with characters 
you don’t have to create from scratch. Having been a close observer of 
the performances and characterisation, it was lovely to be able to throw 
these characters in to situations and, because they are already “real,” you 
just know how they will respond.

Lockdown was published in issue 22 in June 2010 along with the second 
part of Gareth David-Lloyd’s comic strip “Shrouded.” 

I love that the Torchwood canon is ‘fleshed out’ with novels, audiobooks, 
short stories and comic strips. That extra dimension is gratifying to 
someone as obsessive as me about this programme. GDL’s comic strip 
was the first material, other than a short scene in Doctor Who, which 
was set after Children of Earth. I was particularly captivated by the im-
age of the mourners in black at Ianto’s funeral, with Jack standing among 
them, but set apart from them, not by his grief but by the grey of his 
coat.

In 2009, when COE came to its devastating conclusion, it was pretty 
hard to see how they could possibly follow it. When Jack left Gwen on 
that hillside, he was completely broken. I wondered how he could ever 
return but I also started to think about how he came to the conclusion 
he had to leave.

In the same month as Part Two of “Shrouded” and “Lockdown” were 
published, the BBC made their announcement that they were to hook up 

with Starz and make the new series. I started to wonder if it was possible 
to create a story that sort of, ‘sent it on its way’ to the next chapter.

Getting inside Jack’s head post-COE, there was much to consider. The 
choice he made in taking Steven’s life was something he knew he would 
never be able to escape from. But he still did it. Not a lifetime of guilt 
- infinity. It’s massive. Whichever way you consider it, it is epic. And I 
firmly believe that choice would weigh more heavily on him than any 
other consequence of COE. So for me, the funeral was Jack’s moment to 
shove all that aside and devote some clear thought to the loss of Ianto. 

Writing from Jack’s point of view about Ianto is a minefield, mainly 
because their relationship remained undefined, especially by Jack. One 
of the best pieces of advice I read about writing for Torchwood was 
from Steve Tribe, Series Editor for BBC Books, “Jack’s relationships with 
Gwen and Ianto are complex and muddled, and no writer (other than 
RTD perhaps) will ever set them in stone.” In other words, don’t try.

The other ideas I was toying with at the time mainly centred on what 
I came to refer to as “Retro Torchwood.” (Something along the lines 
of “Classic Who.”) Everything Torchwood being produced at that time 
was set between series two and three, even the magazine competition. 
In fact, almost half the novels are based on just Jack, Gwen and Ianto. It 
was exciting at first, to know that they managed to carry on after “Exit 
Wounds,” but then I realised I still missed Tosh and Owen. I missed the 
chemistry of the five of them. I wanted them to be remembered, plus I 
couldn’t miss out on the opportunity of putting Owen Harper under-
cover in a gay club. 

Eventually it was just a case of putting it down on paper and connecting 
the ideas to one another. That makes it sound easy, which some days it 
is; mostly though, it’s like extracting your own teeth.

In October 2010, Simon Hugo, the editor of TWM, told me 
the BBC had decided not to renew Titan’s license to publish 
Torchwood magazine when it expired in December. The 
decision was mainly down to the partnership with Starz 
which was still in its infancy, and unless there was a new 
deal struck, the magazine would cease publication. So sadly 
I never got my commission. The Five Jacks went in to a 
drawer and I moved on to another project.
Then one fine day, RTP came along with their fantastic idea 
to start up a Torchwood fanzine. I still remember thinking 
how exciting it was that The Five Jacks could be resurrected. 
In its original form it was just 4000 words, written to be read 
in one sitting as all TWM shorts were. It was brilliant to be 
able to develop and expand it in to a three-parter.

Creating three parts from one presents its own challenges 
and I was surprised how difficult it was to break it up into 
individual chapters. Having an original draft that was 5500 
words and then bringing that down to 4000 for TWM, it 
was satisfying to be able to return some of the elements that 
had to be edited out for length. I’m grateful for the opportu-
nity, grateful that the story didn’t go to waste. I loved writing 
The Five Jacks and playing with the old team as they were. 
It’s been a great journey and I am absolutely thrilled that it is 
now an RTP audiobook. 

Behind the Scenes



The

MIRACLE DAY

Viewing Guide

Ever sat watching Torchwood going: “How can I watch this differently? I’m really enjoying it, 
but my inner fan requires something to do and feel “part of the action.”” Well you’ve come to 
the right place for we present to you the ultimate “nerdy/Woodie” (but so awesome) way to 

watch the upcoming “Miracle Day!”

These can be done on your own, as a group in a party.

Step One: Redecoration!

In Short: Bring the Hub back to life by dressing 
your room/house
The Hub may be long gone from Cardiff but why not 
bring it back to life in your own living room! 

Our Guide to turning your House into the Hub...
1. Make the banner that sits behind Gwen/Toshiko’s 
desk and place it behind your sofa.
2. Download a Torchwood screensaver (or even an 
actual system) and place it on your computer. Deco-
rate with post-its and images of Toshiko and Owen. 
For real authenticity, place this in front of your 
“TORCHWOOD” wall.
3. Grab a coffee table and cover it in fake Torchwood 
files, pizza boxes, coffee cups etc.
4. Turn your bathroom or another area into the La-
batory! Fill the area with test tubes, technology, (keep 
it away from water and NOT plugged in. Something 
we highly do not recommend. It’d kill you.) Etc. 
5. Create a little coffee area for Ianto with cups, cof-
fee, tea bags etc.
6. Fill the room with plants. Lots of plants.
7. Create an armoury with water guns, props etc and 
stick it up somewhere in your room.
8. Finally- decorate the area with other props and 
goodness like the entrance lights, a hand in a jar etc! 
We strongly advise NOT blowing your house up to 
recreate the end of the first part...

Step Two: Become the

Characters!

In Short: Recreate your favourite Torchwood charac-
ters costume!

What’s a Hub without the team? You can easily recre-
ate the Torchwood team even on budget...
Jack: Grab a white t-shirt and a plain blue top and 
place them on. Grab some grey/black trousers and a 
pair of boots. Place some braces on and if you’ve got 
one: put on a blue WW2 trenchcoat.
Gwen: Jeans, Leather Jacket and top. Simples!
Ianto: Grab any suit, shirt and tie and you’ll definitely 
look the part! A fobwatch would also not go a miss...
There’s a whole world of Cosplaying that any fan 
should delve into- so cosplay today!

In Short: Bash together some amazing Torchwood 
themed meals!

Pizza is a loved Torchwood snack- so why not cook 
up our Torchwood Pizza!
Ingredients
•	 300g	Strong	Plain	Flour
•	 7g	Yeast
•	 Warm	Water
•	 Flour	to	Kneed
•	 Toppings!
Method
1. Make the dough by sieving the flour into the bowl 
and then make a well in the centre. Place the yeast in 
the centre and stir. Add gradually the warm (NOT 
BOILING) water to the mixture and stir. If too wet- 
add more flour, if too dry- add more water.
2. Kneed the dough for five minutes.
3. Spread your toppings all over the base- don’t forget 
the tomato sauce!
4. Place in the oven for twenty minutes at 180c and 
check. The pizza may require longer.
5. Serve with coffee. 

Step Three: Food! Step Four: Disco Inferno

In Short: Get down with 
the groove!
Bash on the Torchwood 
soundtrack and theme 
tune and dance to the 
awesomeness that is Mur-
ray Gold. Below is our 
awesome dance moves 
that we recommend you 
try out...
The Jack: Walk forward 
swishing your coat back 
and forth 
The Gwen: Point an invisible gun around the room 
then grab a second and leap in the air shooting, (ala 
Day Two of Children of Earth)
The Ianto: Walk around the room and then approach 
someone holding an invisible cup of coffee and state: 
“Would you like a Coffee sir?”
The Oswald: Lie on the floor and pretend to be lithely 
injected but live (don’t actually lithely inject your-
self.) It’s a bit of a strange look that may scare girls 
away...

Step Five: Watch, Tweet and More!

In Short: Get amongst it!

The internet will be alive with the sound of 
Torchwood as it airs! Tweet your views for The 
Hub Weekly to us @RTPProductions, join the 
Torchwood Forum and share your views in 
more than 140 characters, (you can also submit 
your reviews to us from the site,) send your 
reviews into us at doctorwhoreversethepolar-
ity@gmail.com and more! And of course: don’t 
forget to watch Miracle Day- USA: 8th July, 
UK: 14th July!

Hopefully this fun guide makes your 
Miracle Day viewing ten times as much as 
the next person! Send in your pictures and 

more to 
doctorwhoreversethepolarity@gmail.com 

and we’ll feature them in a later issue!



Realism vs. 
Escapism: The Never-
Ending Fan Debate

Words: Bettina 
Brauer   @Torch-

wood-
4Fans

The day I decide to finally write 
my little essay about where Torch-
wood stands in the “realism vs. 
escapism” debate, I come across an 
article about EastEnders’ lack of 
plausibility which says the follow-
ing: “Many of the BBC’s biggest 
drama hits – Torchwood, Doc-
tor Who, Life on Mars, Spooks 
– are highly fictitious but remain 
plausible because the writers know 
where to draw the line. The audi-
ence is happy to go along with the 
story because it ‘feels real’.” (http://
www.seenit.co.uk/eastenders-
the-problem-is-plausibility-not-

Who but this particular one was 
dedicated to the three Torchwood 
series. Let’s say, opinions were 
split between the debating pod-
cast team itself. While Stephen 
(@darthweef) thought  “The best 
science fiction mimics reality with 
just enough fiction in it to raise 
us above that reality but still lets 
us see it.”, Aric (@PhatEmoKid) 
argued: “The thing is that I watch 
a programme to escape reality 
because I don’t want to deal there 
with everyday’s sh*t.”  

As curiosity got the better of me, I 

realism/058571/) So maybe we 
shouldn’t talk about Torchwood’s 
“realism” (it’s a sci-fi show after 
all) but rather about its “plausibil-
ity”. 

But let’s start with the TV show 
discourse about realism vs. escap-
ism, which is certainly an old one 
and has often been debated by fans 
before. A while ago I came across 
an      interesting and amusing 
podcast - The Pandoricast (http://
www.pandoricast.com/2011/04/
episode-18-torchwood/) - which 
generally talks about Doctor 

decided to do a little opinion poll 
on twitter to ask the fans follow-
ing @Torchwood4Fans where they 
stand in the debate and what they 
expect from Torchwood: Miracle 
Day - realism or escapism. The 
answers of those who chose one 
of the possibilities were almost 
evenly split between the people 
who expect realism and those who 
want escapism from a TV show. 
Here are some opinions on “real-
ism”: Laine (@LaineRussell): “I 
prefer that it’s more real, people 
can relate to it (minus the aliens), 
it makes the characters more real. 
The fact that it’s set now, in real 
places, for me makes it better than 
Doctor Who. The sci-fi stuff just 
makes it even better. Lol” Kirstie 
(@kirstierh): “In short I agree with 
@darthweef. I’m all for escap-
ism, but I wouldn’t have had CoE 
any other way. That human level 
is what made it gut-wrenchingly 
powerful.” And some who prefer 
“escapism”: Debi (@Hollywood-
Debi): “I get realism from life. 
Daily. TV in general, specifically 
sci-fi, is my escape, usually with 
symbolism OF daily life.”  Moe (@
inthesestones): “I want escapism. 
I am studying criminal law. I read 
rape, murder, torture, etc. cases all 
day. I don’t want to come home to 
that.”

But - and that shouldn’t come as a 
surprise - the majority of the fans 
wants both, realism and escapism, 
in a balanced mix. @Torchwood_
MD said it well: “Both. They are 
not mutually exclusive. I like to 
be provoked, entertained and left 
with something to think about.” 
And some fans found common 
ground. When Laurie (@star-
gazer60) asked: Don’t we all watch 
TV to escape realism?” Jooles (@
Jooles_34) answered: “Not all the 
time. Some TV is escapism, some 
we watch for the drama. Depends 
on the person I think.” And Laurie 

way the Nazis decided the Jewish 
genocide at the Wannsee Confer-
ence?

I think it’s a bit of each of these 
aspects that let some of us see 
Children of Earth in a different 
light from the first two series. 
And we don’t know that much 
about Miracle Day yet as BBC 
Worldwide has been quite good in 
keeping the spoilers under wrap, 
but I think it will be very similar 
to CoE. Russell T Davies, Julie 
Gardner and Jane Espenson said 
so. RTD said in his SFX inter-
view last year: “A lot of science 
fiction is a metaphor ... I think 
Torchwood now takes the word 
‘metaphor’ out. It takes the fantasy 
element, puts it into society and 
says, ‘Look at how we cope’. Look 
at how men and women - not just 
prime ministers and presidents, 
look how we live in the world.” 
But Jane also said:  “ I love blend-
ing tones - mixing the broadly 
comedic moment in with the 
darkly dramatic one can heighten 
both. Torchwood is a show that 
welcomes that kind of moment.”  
(http://blastr.com/2010/09/jane-
espenson-talks-about.php)  I think 
Miracle Day will be as fast-paced 
and intense as CoE, but with 10 
instead of only 5 episodes there 
will be hopefully more time for 
some lighter, humorous moments 
too. Fingers crossed!

Agree? Disagree? Tweet to either 
@RTPProductions or @Torch-
wood4Fans your views on this 

article!

We would like to thanks all the 
tweeters who allowed us to use 

their tweets.

could agree: “I can accept that. I 
do like a good drama as much as 
the next person, but I never expect 
a TV show to be ‘real’.” And maybe 
there we are again, at the plausibil-
ity instead of realism. 

Let me reflect a bit more on it. 
Torchwood from the beginning 
- sci-fi or not - was a show more 
grounded in reality than Doc-
tor Who. The Jack we meet in 
Torchwood is a much darker and 
more brooding character than the 
charming and roguish conman 
from The Empty Child who was 
redeemed by the Doctor.  After 
everything that happened to him 
over these 150 years this isn’t sur-
prising. On @Torchwood4Fans we 
recently did a Torchwood Rewatch 
of all series, and it made me realise 
that the show has always been 
quite harsh and did not shy away 
from controversial themes like 
date rape, mind-control, assisted 
suicide, paedophilia, rape, torture, 
execution etc. Why is it then that 
many fans (and I wouldn’t exclude 
myself) didn’t see Torchwood as 
such a dark series before Children 
of Earth? Was it maybe because 
the stories were always wrapped 
in one episode and you just can’t 
pack as much suspense in one 
hour of TV as in a 5-hour drama? 
Was it because apart from Suzie 
(and as we didn’t know her, we 
didn’t get attached to her) all team 
members were safe until the end 
of series 2, no matter how many 
deaths Torchwood had in almost 
every episode? Was it because 
there was a solid base (and I don’t 
only mean the physical location 
of the Hub) for the team, technol-
ogy that they could fall back on, 
which was stripped away to leave 
them bare in CoE? Was it be-
cause CoE became more ‘real’ as a 
political drama, when we saw the 
politicians debate the faith of the 
children in the same cold-hearted 



The following is a private collection of emails be-
tween Russell T Davies and Andrew Lloyd Webber concern-
ing the postponed Torchwood Musical for 2010... WARNING: 
The following contains drunk actors, vulgar language and 
adult themes that are NOT suitable for Young Readers.

CHAPTER ONE

DRUNKEN  IDEAS
In which The Journey Begins, Everyone 

Signs and John meets Nick...

FROM- RUSSELL T DAVIES TO- ANDREW 
LLOYLD WEBBER
JANUARY 2ND 2010

Torchwood!
HELLO ANDY!
Bet you don’t remember much from New Years’ Eve 
did you? I’m the mad writer that told you about the 
AWESOME idea of Torchwood: the musical! Any 
thoughts? My key idea would be to take all your 
best songs, rewrite them to fit Children of Earth and 
launch it on the West End in the summer? 
Rusty...

FROM- ANDREW LLOYLD WEBBER   
TO- RUSSELL T DAVIES
JANUARY 2ND 2010

RE: Torchwood!
I LOVE THE IDEA! I’ve never before thought we 
could turn my favourite TV show into a west end 
show! I loved Children of Earth and we must get to 
work straight away on this master piece! Here are 
my ideas...

ATTACHMENT: CHILDREN OF EARTH OUTLINE 
ONE

LEAD CAST
John Barrowman as Captain Jack Harkness
Lesley Garret as Gwen Cooper
Christopher Biggins as Rhys Williams
Michael Ball as Ianto Jones
Nick Jonas as Frobisher

ROUGH SONG IDEAS LIST (not in order love)
Interlude: They are coming (a new piece)
Somewhere over the Bay (Gwen Cooper)
As long as Jack needs me (Ianto Jones)
Close Every Door (An adaptation when naked 
Jack is in the cell...)
Evita (Ianto) (Performed by Jack)
Torchwood Hubanna! (Jack; Barry owes me a 
favour...)
Thoughts?

TORCHWOOD

THE MUSICAL TALE



FROM- RUSSELL T DAVIES TO- ANDREW 
LLOYLD WEBBER
JANUARY 2ND 2010

RE. RE: Torchwood!
Oh you genius! I’ll get calling the cast straight away!
I’ve also written the script too! It’ll probably need 
adjusting by you, your majesty. The Beeb seem ok 
with it but we’ll keep it a bit “hush” at the moment. I 
think if we unveil it and it never happens then we’ll 
be in the doghouse. 
OOH! A TEXT!- Two Texts! That’s Biggins and 
Michael on board! They’re coming round later. I’ll 
ring John.
Rusty.

cEnSORED fOR 
InaPPROPIaTE
cOnTEnT

FROM- ANDREW LLOYLD WEBBER TO- 
RUSSELL T DAVIES
JANUARY 3RD 2010

RE. RE.  RE: 
Torchwood!
Hello Russell,
All arrangements for the meet up are in place. All the 
cast are happy to meet up in secret at your flat and 
I will also be in attendance. I’ve been working on 
lyrics for my rewrite of “Don’t Cry over Me Argen-
tina,” lyrics below...
“Salve m’ Ianto, Ianto is very dead e a! Ianto is very 
a dead a, a! Salve, Salve Iantona... (Etcetera)
VERSE: Oh what a season, Oh what a show! All the 
people went mad and bowed, over the death of the 
member Ianto Jones! They all went crazy: tweeting 
all day, tweeting all night and it gave everyone a 
fright. On that mystery night!
You let down your fans old Iantona! You were sup-
posed to have been immortal! But when the 456 
decided to kill you- it was very sad and not written 
bad...

I had the idea that this is the finale and we learn that 
it was all a TV show. Thoughts?

TELEPHONE TRANSCRIPT: JOHN AND RUSSELL
Russell: Hey John.
John: What is it Russell? More Torchwood!
Russell: Sort of- we’re doing a musical.
*Pause* John?
John: (Screaming) HOLY S**T! I’ll be in Brittan 
before you know it bitch!
CALL ENDS

The Meetup
By Benjamin Cook

I was invited to Russell’s one evening. No idea why 
or what for. He then told me the amazing news of a 
Torchwood Musical that was being kept quite from 
the world. Not much was said but I got all of the 
emails that Russell and Andrew were sending each 
other. I got excited: I like musicals sort off and there 
were some famous names in the line up. So I grabbed 
my coat and left to Russell’s.

On arrival I interrupted John and Andrew talking. 
John hugged me. I still have the wounds. Andrew was 
camp. He also pulled a few funny faces when seeing 
my hair. Twat.
Michael, Biggins, Nick and Lesley then arrived and 
we all sat down and Russell began to tell us what was 
planned. Then the alcohol came out. We all got very 
pissed. More pissed than a pissed thing on a pissed 
day. John and Nick suddenly disappeared into Rus-
sell’s bedroom and later came out with Nick coated 
in toothpaste, (I brushed my teeth with it so it must 
have been.) Russell later told us the story of how he 
and Andrew met whilst Andrew gulped down the 
fifth bottle of Vodka. Lesley, Biggins and Michael 
were recalling on the good old days whilst John and 
Nick later emerged in lockable dresses that they 
couldn’t escape from. Lesley plastered make up on 
us- and I later found myself confined in one of these 
lockable dresses.

We all woke up the next evening totally hammered. I 
tried to get out of the lockable dress but I was stuck. I 
slipped over in a puddle of sick, urine and toothpaste. 

There was a bit of blood too. I grabbed some scissors 
from the draw and cut myself out of the dress. Rus-
sell then woke up very paniced. 
“Nick and John want to play Ianto and Jack! What do 
I do?” He told me.
“It’s ok- just give Michael Frobisher.”I responded, 
hurling the last word out over Russell. I was also for 
some reason in tights and panties. Half the story 
must have gone into the abbes of the Rift.  John and 
Nick later woke up refusing to remove the dress. 

Everyone else was still asleep so we all decided to go 
our separate ways, me now wearing Russell’s over-
sized jacket and still the below regions being they 
were too tight to remove. I later received an email 
from John with a picture attached which is censored 
below. John typed: “Oh Benny Boy- Me, You and 
Nick need to go out again some time.”
I hurled on my computer. And then my boyfriend 
walked in.

Never again. NEVER again. 

FROM- RUSSELL T DAVIES TO- ANDREW 
LLOYLD WEBBER
JANUARY 4th 2010

RE. RE. RE. RE: 
Torchwood!
Hello Andrew,
LOVE IT! Everyone is on board and ready for my 
meet up. I’ll buy some booze but I’ll send a memo 
around for everyone to read r.e. bringing some. My 
mate Ben Cook is coming around to get an insight at 
what’s going to happen. Roll on the 5th of January!
Rusty

The following night saw the meetup. This is told 
over the next page by Benjamin Cook 
(DWM Writer.)

FROM- RUSSELL T DAVIES TO- ANDREW 
LLOYLD WEBBER
JANUARY 6TH 2010

What the Hell Just 
Happened
Andrew,
What the hell happened last night?
Oh and I’m making Nick Ianto because the chemistry 
between John and Nick is ace.
Michael will play Frobisher.
Meh.
Russell

FROM- RUSSELL T DAVIES TO- ANDREW 
LLOYLD WEBBER
JANUARY 6TH 2010

RE: What the Hell 
Just Happened
Russell,
No f****in idea.
Fine- I need sleep.

TO BE 
CONTINUED!

Disclaimer: None of this is true! Written by Matt 
Powell.



Next Time Week...

The Hub goes 

Weekly!
With Torchwood back in action- we’ll 

be bringing you every week* “The Hub 

Weekly!”

With two editions: American and British, 

we aim to bring you a whole host of exclu-

sives such as previews, reviews, features 

and more!

USA Release: 13th July

UK Release: 20th July

*There will be one absent week for “The Hub Weekly.” Date TBC.

Next Time in “The Hub”
Miracle Talk!

We bring you a review/overview of Miracle Day

with some of the highlights from the Weekly

edition thrown in! PLUS: 

there’s fiction, your top

ten Miracle Day

Moments, News,

Audio and Book

Reviews, 

Features and

much more!

The Hub 

Returns        

September 

2011!

Very Novel!

Previously, we told you about three brand new Torchwood Books 
that are prequels to the new series “Miracle Day.” Below is the 

covers, blurbs and release information for each... 

First Born
by James Goss
due 21st July 2011

Gwen and Rhys are on the run. Rhys 
was hoping this meant a windswept 
cottage on a cliff top, but he’s had to 
settle for a miserable caravan in the 
isolated village of Rawbone. With the 
locals taking an unhealthy interest 
in their daughter, Gwen and Rhys 
start to realise that something is very 
wrong.

As they uncover the village’s terrible 
past, Gwen discovers that Torchwood 
will never leave her behind, and now 
she and Rhys stand alone in defence 
of the Earth. And the children of 
Rawbone can only bring her closer to 
the secret forces that want her out of 
the way.

Long Time Dead
by Sarah Pinborough
due 4th August 2011

Cardiff Bay. The government has 
ordered the excavation of the wreck-
age of a secret underground base. 
DCI Tom Cutler is watching from a 
distance, fascinated by the process. 
There are people in his dreams. Peo-
ple he feels he should know.

The disbanded Torchwood Institute 
spent a century accumulating non-
terrestrial artefacts and catching 
aliens. Who knows what – or who – 
might still be intact down there. But 
by the time they find the first body, 
Suzie Costello is long gone.

This book features the return of Suzie 
Corstello as played by Indira Varma.

The Men Who Stole the 
World

by Guy Adams
due 18th August 2011

When Oscar Lupe appears 20,000 feet 
up in the air, his body is frozen solid 
and free-falling to earth. It shatters 
on impact. Soon after, a CIA Special 
Activities Division squad goes rogue 
with a cargo marked ‘Torchwood’ 
that they’ve been escorting from 
somewhere called Cardiff.

The Agency puts Rex Matheson on 
the case. As the strange deaths pile 
up, Rex realises there must be experi-
mental tech out there, but someone 
is obstructing him at every turn. 
Rex is the CIA’s golden boy – but has 
he met his match in the evasive Mr 
Wynter…?
With thanks to www.doctorwhonews.
net for the covers and blurb informa-
tion


